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FIVE YEARS OF WAR 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, as 
we mark the fifth anniversary of the ill-planned 
and ill-executed war in Iraq, I rise to draw thc 
House’s attention to two articles from the Chi-
cago Tribune about the lasting damage done 
by the conflict. 

[From the Chicago Tribune, Mar. 16, 2008] 
BY ANY CALCULUS, WAR’S COST CRUEL: POLI-

TICS, MONEY, BLOOD—ALL SHOW A PAINFUL 
BOTTOM LINE 

(By David Greising) 
It’s a cold calculus, trying to estimate the 

cost of a war. 
What is an Iraqi life worth? The life of an 

American GI? It’s no easier estimating the 
value of removing Saddam Hussein from 
power than it is calculating the sum cost of 
lifetime health care for a host of disabled 
American soldiers. 

When politicians talk about the war’s costs 
in terms of lives and treasure, they don’t 
necessarily expect someone to actually pull 
out a spreadsheet and start running the 
numbers. 

But that is what has happened with the 
Iraq war. And as we approach the 5-year an-
niversary of the initial March 20, 2003, 
‘‘shock and awe’’ aerial assault on Baghdad, 
it is worth noting an important shift in the 
accounting of the conflict’s cost. 

Those who opposed the war are finding 
that the costs far exceeded anything they 
would have expected, or might have argued, 
at the time the conflict started. The most 
notable and authoritative such argument is 
put forward by Nobel Prize-winning econo-
mist Joseph Stiglitz, who puts an eye-grab-
bing, ultimate bottom line on the seemingly 
endless U.S. commitment to Iraq: at least $3 
trillion. That’s trillion, with a ‘‘T.’’ 

Those who argued during the run-up to war 
that armed conflict would be more economi-
cal than the cost of containing Hussein have 
shifted fields. Instead of arguing, as some 
once did, that America’s Iraq adventure 
might actually turn a profit once the coun-
try’s vast oil wealth began to flow, they now 
put forward a more nuanced argument. 

On a purely fiscal basis, they now acknowl-
edge, the war has been at best a wash. But 
looked at as a total package—taking into ac-
count the benefits of removing a tyrant from 
power and thrusting Iraq into its post-Hus-
sein period, however bloody and chaotic— 
they say armed intervention was still the 
more attractive alternative. 

A trio of University of Chicago economists 
sought to estimate the cost of containing 
Hussein had there been no U.S.-led invasion. 
Their 2006 paper pegged it at $700 billion over 
an unspecified period of years. 

That estimate figures in the extra U.S. 
military equipment and manpower that 
would have been needed to keep Hussein 
within his borders and keep his hands off Ku-
wait. It includes the cost of weapons inspec-
tion programs, of economic boycotts, of oil 
that would remain in the ground and a rate 
of premature Iraqi deaths ranging from 10,000 

to 30,000 per year, based on Hussein’s bloody 
track record and mismanagement of the 
country. 

‘‘When people talk about the cost of war, 
as an economist, you have to ask, ‘In com-
parison to what?’’’ said Kevin Murphy, one of 
the U. of C. economists. 

Though he faults President Bush for errors 
in execution, he believes war was the better 
option. 

‘‘I don’t hear Joe Stiglitz saying the best 
world is the world where Saddam stays 
around as long as possible because it costs 
too much to make him leave,’’ Murphy said. 

He has a fair point. Stiglitz spends little 
time contemplating either the economic or 
moral consequences of allowing Hussein to 
remain in power. Perhaps that is because 
Stiglitz cannot take his eyes off the finan-
cial and human catastrophe that is unfolding 
before the nation’s eyes. 

Bringing important new scholarship to the 
book ‘‘The Three Trillion Dollar War: The 
True Cost of the Iraq Conflict,’’ Stiglitz and 
co-author Linda Bilmes spend little time 
contemplating what-ifs. Instead they turn a 
calculating eye to the economic con-
sequences of the American military inva-
sion—and to the vital policy considerations 
presented by both its financial and human 
costs. 

There is the expected, grim accounting 
that any actuary might calculate. The cost 
of 4,000 American troops’ lives, for example, 
runs to roughly $28 billion. War outlays have 
added $1 trillion to the national debt, and 
could run to $2 trillion over time, the au-
thors calculate. 

One of the most important calculations is 
an aspect of the war often ignored by the 
politicians and pundits who are not quite as 
handy with a calculator as Stiglitz is: The 
staggering, long-term toll of veterans’ health 
care, disability benefits and Social Security 
disability pay. Add them up, and even in a 
best-case scenario they amount to $371 bil-
lion, according to the authors’ calculations. 

Stiglitz expected his calculations would 
come under criticism, as they have. But he 
said the larger purpose—putting some price 
tag on the war—is important. 

‘‘The public ought to have some account-
ing of the costs,’’ he said in an interview. 

‘‘Obviously, after Pearl Harbor, you 
wouldn’t sit down and say, ‘How are we going 
to respond?’’’ Stiglitz said. ‘‘But this was a 
war of choice. We didn’t have to go to war. 
We had a choice of timing, and a choice of 
whether to go to war at all.’’ 

The debate is not purely among econo-
mists, obviously. But even among political 
scientists who supported the war, Stiglitz’s 
view is starting to take hold. 

Michael O’Hanlon, a security expert at the 
Brookings Institution who runs a project 
that compiles all manner of data on present- 
day Iraq—from military and civilian deaths 
to commodity costs to public opinion—said 
he cannot ignore the negatives: a huge in-
crease in violence in Iraq, the lack of polit-
ical stability, the inability to find weapons 
of mass destruction and oil prices at $110 a 
barrel. 

O’Hanlon supported the initial American 
invasion, and he gave carefully delineated 
backing to the troop surge a year ago. 
Today, though, ‘‘common sense ultimately 
pushes me toward the Stiglitz view if I had 
to look at just the bottom line,’’ O’Hanlon 
said. 

The question for Americans, ultimately, no 
longer is whether going to war made sense. 
Today, as we head toward the presidential 
election, the question is whether we keep 
U.S. troops in Iraq or start bringing them 
back. 

Based on governmental budget figures, sev-
eral economists have put the cost of the Iraq 
war at $12 billion a month. Stiglitz figures 
the actual cost probably is at least twice 
that. 

And putting a final fiscal argument to the 
test, Stiglitz invokes a tenet of economics 
that is hammered home at the U. of C. busi-
ness school itself: The fallacy of the ‘‘sunk 
cost.’’ 

People throw good money after bad, in 
hopes of recovering what they first invested, 
even though every new dollar just perpet-
uates a lost cause. 

Five years into the war, Americans must 
decide whether we are caught up in a sunk- 
cost fallacy. But in this case, the cost is not 
counted just in dollars and cents. It is tallied 
in the impact on American security, and in 
the cost of American and Iraqi lives. 

[From the Chicago Tribune, Mar. 19, 2008] 

5 YEARS AFTER: FLOWERS, RUINS; IRAQ’S 
TORN SOCIAL FABRIC MAY BE THE HARDEST 
ITEM TO MEND AS THE COUNTRY MAKES FIT-
FUL PROGRESS 

(By Liz Sly) 

BAGHDAD.—On Baghdad’s battered streets, 
signs of the progress made over the past year 
mingle uneasily with the debris of the vio-
lent upheaval that has torn Iraq apart over 
the past five years. 

The ubiquitous concrete blast walls that 
seal off Sunni and Shiite neighborhoods and 
protect government buildings serve as a re-
minder of the ever-present threat of suicide 
bombings and sectarian violence. But they 
have been brightly painted with flowers, ani-
mals and scenes of Iraqi life, bringing a 
splash of color to the decrepit, dusty streets. 

Freshly planted marigolds bloom along the 
sidewalks, beside the wreckage of buildings 
destroyed in air raids and suicide bombings 
that still have not been rebuilt. 

Many shopping streets and markets have 
sprung back to life, rejuvenated by the im-
provements in security that have taken 
place in recent months. In yet other neigh-
borhoods, whole streets have been emptied 
by the flight of more than 1.1 million 
Baghdadis from their homes. 

Compared with a year ago, the improve-
ments brought about by the surge of an extra 
30,000 U.S. troops are manifest. The U.S. 
military says the violence is down to levels 
not seen since 2005, permitting a sense of 
normality to return to many areas. 

A BROKEN COUNTRY 

But 5 years after the U.S.-led coalition 
launched the war that was to bring freedom, 
democracy and prosperity to a long-suffering 
populace, Iraq remains a broken country, 
with no clear sense of when, how or even if 
it is going to be fixed. 

U.S. commanders are the first to acknowl-
edge the enormity of the challenges that lie 
ahead. 

‘‘The gains are fragile and they are ten-
uous and until they are cemented by na-
tional reconciliation, by truly resolving the 
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big political questions that are necessary, by 
truly getting the economy going again... 
until all of that happens, then understand-
ably what has been achieved on the ground 
will be a bit fragile,’’ Gen. David Petraeus, 
commander of U.S. forces in Iraq, said in an 
interview. 

The statistics tell the story of a nation 
still a long way from recovery: About 60 per-
cent of Iraqis lack access to clean drinking 
water, and 4 million don’t get enough to eat, 
according to the United Nations. Electricity 
is supposed to average 7 hours a day in Bagh-
dad, but many areas still receive only 2 to 3 
hours a day. An estimated 151,000 Iraqis have 
died during the war, as have nearly 4,000 U.S. 
troops. 

And the biggest undertaking of all will be 
healing the sectarian divide that opened 
wide and engulfed the country in bloodshed 
in 2006–07, after the attack on a holy Shiite 
shrine in Samarra, Petraeus said. 

‘‘It did incredible damage to the social 
structure. I’m talking about the tearing of 
the fabric of Iraqi society and I think that 
has probably been the most significant dam-
age that has been sustained,’’ he said. ‘‘And 
that is something that is going to take 
years.’’ 

Whether Iraq has the luxury of years to 
heal is in question. The extra troops of the 
‘‘surge’’ are going home by July, and the 
U.S. presidential election calls into doubt 
the future strength of any force that re-
mains. 

Meanwhile, the two other factors that con-
tributed to the success of the surge, the 
Sunni revolt against Al Qaeda in Iraq and 
the cease-fire declared by the Shiite Mahdi 
Army militia, cannot be counted on to en-
dure. 

Far from ending the civil conflict, the de-
ployment of extra U.S. troops rather served 
to freeze it. 

Neighborhoods have been pacified to a 
large extent because local feuding factions 
concluded it was no longer in their interests 
to continue fighting a beefed-up U.S. force, 
or in many instances because members of the 
opposite sect were driven out altogether. 

For many, the war’s chief legacy has been 
one of disappointment. ‘‘I was expecting to 
travel the world and now I can’t even go to 
Washash,’’ said Ammar Yahya, 33, referring 
to a Baghdad neighborhood now controlled 
by the Mahdi Army. 

CONCRETE WALLS 
He is a Sunni living in the troubled Dora 

district, surrounded by the high concrete 
walls that have helped secure many neigh-
borhoods but which have also left commu-
nities isolated. Friends and relatives don’t 
dare visit him, and he is reluctant to leave 
because most journeys require traveling 
through Shiite neighborhoods. 

‘‘We were so very happy when the Ameri-
cans came,’’ he said. ‘‘Now I wish we had 
stayed under Saddam’s tyranny.’’ 

An ABC poll of 2,200 Iraqis conducted for 
the fifth anniversary showed that 46 percent 
now expect improvements in the coming 
year, up from 39 percent last August but still 
below the 69 percent who were optimistic in 
November 2005. And 55 percent now say their 
own lives are going well; that is down from 
71 percent in late 2005. 

‘‘Give it time,’’ said Said Hakki, a Shiite 
who returned from exile and now heads the 
Iraqi Red Crescent Organization. ‘‘Security 
is just beginning to improve. I think the 
glass is more than half full. We’ve got cell 
phones, satellite dishes, and how many new 
newspapers do we have? Under Saddam, ba-
nanas were like a dream. 

‘‘Iraq is a war zone. There are many dif-
ferent factions still settling their scores. The 
Shiites feel the Sunnis were harsh to them 

for the past 35 years and they want to get 
their rights back, but with time and under-
standing and reconciliation things might 
change.’’ 

But reconciliation is proving elusive. Even 
the mainstream Sunni National Accord 
Front, which has seats in Iraq’s parliament, 
refused to attend a ‘‘national reconciliation 
conference’’ summoned Tuesday by Prime 
Minister Nouri al-Maliki. 

Many Iraqis question the Shiite-led gov-
ernment’s commitment to reconciliation 
with its former Sunni foes. 

‘‘The political leaders have no national vi-
sion,’’ said Saad al-Hadithi, a political sci-
entist at Baghdad University. ‘‘Their goal is 
to achieve benefits for their own specific 
group, This is why they don’t want to share 
power or let anyone else in.’’ 

Petracus points to other recent gains, such 
as signs of improvement in the economy. 
‘‘The difference over a year ago is very dra-
matic, there has been very substantial 
progress,’’ he said. ‘‘It does give a sense of 
what might be if we can build on it and con-
tinue on the trajectory that we’ve seen now 
for a good four or live months.’’ 

But in terms of repairing the country’s 
torn social fabric, the task has hardly even 
begun, he said. 

‘‘People say, have there been stitches put 
back in that fabric? I’d say we’re just trying 
to line the fabric up and to just get the situ-
ation calm enough so that the seamstress 
can put a couple of stitches into it,’’ he said. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT 
RON PORTILLO 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor SGT Ron Portillo for his leadership 
and dedication to the Henderson community 
and for his service with the Nevada Army Na-
tional Guard. 

SGT Ron Portillo joined the United States 
Marines immediately after high school where 
he volunteered for an extremely demanding 
reconnaissance unit. He completed 3 years 
with the Marines. After a short break from the 
Marines, Ron joined the United States Army, 
where he was selected for the Special Forces 
and served in the Persian Gulf War, working 
with small teams on high-risk missions. 

Following the Gulf War, Ron moved his wife 
and six children from Fort Bragg, NC to Hen-
derson, NV where he became a successful 
small business owner. After a few years, his 
oldest son decided to join the military, and 
after talking to recruiters, Ron himself decided 
to re-enlist. Three months later, he was sent 
to Iraq as an active duty Special Forces sol-
dier. After a month into his deployment, Ron 
was reassigned to a Special Forces team in 
Fallujah. In March 2007, Ron suffered serious 
injuries when his vehicle struck an IED while 
en route to provide support to Marines that 
were pinned down in a firefight. 

While recovering at a hospital in Germany, 
Ron befriended a therapy dog, who visited him 
daily and assisted him with the healing proc-
ess. Ron was then transferred to the Brookes 
Army Medical Center in San Antonio, TX, and 
was subsequently released in June 2007. Fol-
lowing his release Ron spent countless hours 
trying to find ways to partner therapy dogs 
with wounded warriors. Ron has since dedi-

cated his efforts to developing a Web site 
dedicated to providing information on service- 
dog programs for those wounded in combat. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor the 
service and dedication of SGT Ron Portillo for 
his service in the Armed Forces, and his lead-
ership throughout the Henderson community. 
He is a remarkable individual, and I applaud 
his efforts for serving our Nation and fellow 
comrades throughout the Armed Forces. 

f 

THE ‘‘TORTURE MEMO’’ AND THE 
LAW 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, 
this week the press reported the declassifica-
tion and public release of a Justice Depart-
ment memo popularly known as the ‘‘torture 
memo.’’ 

It’s news that the memo has been made 
public, but, sadly, what it says comes as no 
surprise. At least since the summer of 2004, 
when it was reported in the press, the Amer-
ican people have known that after the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on New 
York and Washington the Bush Justice De-
partment advised other agencies that the 
President, when acting as commander-in- 
chief, is not bound to follow duly enacted Fed-
eral laws. 

After this was revealed, the Bush adminis-
tration—preparing for the 2004 Presidential 
election—repudiated the memo. But it had 
guided the administration for 22 months, and 
experts have claimed that its startling reading 
of the law and the constitution led to excesses 
at Abu Ghraib and elsewhere. 

In 2005, Congress responded by enactment 
of the Detainee Treatment Act, which requires 
the defense department to follow the interro-
gation guidelines in the Army Field Manual 
and which prohibits the ‘‘cruel, inhuman and 
degrading treatment or punishment of persons 
under the detention, custody, or control of the 
United States Government.’’ 

I strongly supported those provisions, which 
are often referred to as the ‘‘McCain amend-
ment’ in recognition of their Senate author. 

But when President Bush signed them into 
law, he issued a ‘‘signing statement’’ that 
raises serious questions about whether he in-
tends to follow the law by suggesting that he 
intended to reserve the right to authorize pro-
hibited interrogation methods in some cases. 

Taken together, the memo and the signing 
statement clearly signal the Bush administra-
tion’s contempt for the rule of law. As the 
Rocky Mountain News says in an April 3 edi-
torial, ‘‘This was one step on the path to the 
Bush administration’s unfortunate assertion, 
until the courts knocked it down, that the 
president had the power to snatch an Amer-
ican citizen on U.S. soil and hold him incom-
municado in solitary confinement indefinitely, 
without charge, trial or counsel.’’ 

And the memo and the signing statement 
also show that the administration refuses to 
recognize that its contempt for the law will re-
sult in placing every American, especially 
those in uniform around the world, at grave 
risk. 

I think we all should remember that, in the 
words of the Colorado Springs Gazette, ‘‘In 
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the larger struggle with jihadist terrorism and 
those tempted to support or harbor them, the 
perception that the United States has a certain 
moral authority is invaluable. Moral authority 
was a key factor in the long, twilight struggle 
with aggressive communism we call the Cold 
War. Using torture undermines that moral au-
thority.’’ 

For the information of our colleagues, I am 
attaching the full text of the editorial in the 
April 3 edition of the Rocky Mountain News. 

[From the Rocky Mountain News, Apr. 3, 
2008] 

NOT ABOVE THE LAW, DESPITE THE MEMO 
The Justice department has released the 

full text of the infamous 2003 ‘‘torture 
memo’’ brushing aside the legal restraints on 
military interrogators. The memo, which 
originated in the department’s Office of 
Legal Counsel, argues that the president’s 
inherent powers in wartime overrode any 
federal law or international treaty, raising 
in the layman’s mind the point, Why bother 
to have laws and treaties? 

Our government is supposed to be one of 
checks and balances but the Office of Legal 
Counsel saw no check on the president’s pow-
ers. The courts had no jurisdiction on what 
Americans did overseas and in any case 
‘‘Congress cannot interfere with the presi-
dent’s exercise of his authority as com-
mander in chief to control operations during 
a war.’’ 

This was one step on the path to the Bush 
administration’s unfortunate assertion, until 
the courts knocked it down, that the presi-
dent had the power to snatch an American 
citizen on U.S. soil and hold him incommuni-
cado in solitary confinement indefinitely, 
without charge, trial or counsel. 

f 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
NATIONAL TRADEMARK EXPO 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to express my support of the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office’s National 
Trademark Expo. After a 10-year hiatus, I am 
excited to join the USPTO in its efforts to rec-
ognize the vital role that trademarks play in 
the global economy. 

This 3-day event, beginning on April 10, 
2008 will turn the USPTO’s campus into a 
‘‘Trademark Theme Park,’’ featuring themed 
displays, company booths, costumed char-
acters, and much more. During the expo, cos-
tumed trademarked characters, including the 
Pillsbury Doughboy, Sprout, Hershey Kisses, 
and the Chocolate Bar will parade about the 
USPTO campus, and large inflatable char-
acters including the ‘‘Cat in the Hat,’’ ‘‘Thomas 
the Train,’’ the ‘‘Jolly Green Giant,’’ and 
‘‘Shrek’’ will decorate the grounds. 

Trademarks are valuable symbols of quality 
in our increasingly competitive global market-
place. On average, people are exposed to 
1,500 trademarks each day and more than 
30,000 if they make a trip to the grocery store. 
The exposition will feature celebrity trade-
marks, which are often subject to counter-
feiting, unusual trademarks, the evolution of 
certain trademarks, the people behind the 
names of trademarks, and century-old reg-
istered trademarks. 

Exhibitors will include many of America’s 
leading corporations, whose exhibits will high-

light some of the benefits of Federal trade-
mark registration. These exhibitors include the 
American National Red Cross, Burberry, The 
Travelers Companies, Inc., Starmaker Prod-
ucts, Microsoft Corporation, Owens Corning, 
Callaway Golf Company, Caterpillar, Inc., 
CMG Worldwide, NASCAR, YKK Corporation 
of America, UPS, Bridgestone Firestone, the 
International Trademark Association, INTA, 
and the International Anti-Counterfeiting Coali-
tion, IACC. 

The expo will emphasize the essential role 
the USPTO plays in approving Federal trade-
mark registrations. In a time of globalization, 
counterfeit goods pose an increasing threat to 
American businesses. Trademarks protect 
words, names, symbols, sounds, or colors that 
identify and distinguish the goods of one party 
from those of others. The USPTO, an award- 
winning leader in handling electronic filings, 
will showcase the impact of electronic filing 
and processing of trademark applications. 

I applaud the USPTO for its efforts to edu-
cate the public on the role of trademarks dur-
ing the National Trademark Expo, and I urge 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing the 
USPTO at a time when trademarks and intel-
lectual property rights play an increasingly im-
portant role in our global economy. 

f 

GULF OF THE FARALLONES AND 
CORDELL BANK NATIONAL MA-
RINE SANCTUARIES BOUNDARY 
MODIFICATION AND PROTECTION 
ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 31, 2008 

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 1187, the Gulf of the Farallones 
and Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuaries 
Boundary Modification and Protection Act au-
thored by my friend Representative WOOLSEY. 

I am proud to say that I represent the 2nd 
largest National Marine Sanctuary in the sys-
tem, which also includes the longest stretch of 
coastline. I can attest to their value in preser-
vation of some of the most stunning 
seascapes in the world and in education of the 
public. The Gulf of the Farallones and the 
Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuaries are 
adjacent to the Monterey Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary, and they have national and inter-
national significance. These sanctuaries ex-
ceed the biological productivity of tropical rain 
forests and support high levels of biological di-
versity. 

The sanctuaries were established ‘‘to main-
tain the natural biological communities in the 
national marine sanctuaries, and to protect, 
and, where appropriate, restore and enhance 
natural habitats, populations, and ecological 
processes.’’ They are the ‘‘National Parks’’ of 
our ocean. As such, they were the first appli-
cation of ecosystem-based management to 
our oceans. This type of management is rec-
ommended by the U.S. Commission on Ocean 
Policy, which we in Congress created and 
charged with the study of the state of the 
oceans and the management of this shared, 
valuable resource. 

The expansion of the boundaries of the Gulf 
of the Farrallones and the Cordell Bank Na-

tional Marine Sanctuaries will protect a vital 
part of the California Coast and the upwelling 
zones, which form the basis of the fisheries in 
the Pacific Ocean. Expanding these bound-
aries will also help to preserve these excep-
tional underwater environments. We are the 
stewards of our oceans and coasts, and we 
are failing them. The oceans belong to all the 
people of the United States, and we must pro-
tect them and manage them for everyone’s 
best interest. 

Madam Speaker, with our oceans in crisis, 
the Sanctuaries are a beacon of hope for fu-
ture generations. I support H.R. 1187 and 
urge my colleagues to pass this bill. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO JAMES YOO 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to James Yoo, an incred-
ible man who has worked in my district office 
as a constituent advocate for nearly 7 years, 
and who, sadly for me, will soon be leaving. 

I want to first let others of my staff describe 
what James has meant to them and to the 
constituents of the ninth Congressional Dis-
trict. 

Cathy Hurwit, Chief of Staff: When I think 
of James, I think of someone who has the 
strongest, most finely-turned moral compass 
of anyone I know. It is evidenced in terms of 
his compassion and understanding of the 
problems facing our constituents—particu-
larly those caught up in a draconian immi-
gration system. In dealing with constituents, 
he is always calm, professional and dedi-
cated—but in talking about the unfairness of 
the system and the indignities that so many 
faced, his moral outrage is evident. His sense 
of justice led him to law school to learn the 
skills and get the degree necessary for him 
to represent them. But it also is evidenced in 
the way he deals with his colleagues and ev-
eryone around him—modest about his own 
outstanding accomplishments but always 
willing to praise the efforts of and look out 
for others. 

James is a role model—the standard of 
what a constituent advocate should be. Fun 
to be around, collegial and thoughtful. 

Leslie Combs, District Director: James is 
such an integral, essential and special part 
of our district office, that it truly is hard to 
imagine the office and team without him. He 
makes us all laugh daily with his dry sense 
of humor and his fascination with Malcolm 
Jamal Warner (Theo on the Cosby Show). He 
is an extraordinarily generous and compas-
sionate person, both towards his colleagues 
and the constituents who he has helped. 
James has helped over 2,600 constituents 
since he started working for Representative 
SCHAKOWSKY 7 years ago on July 1, 2001. He 
has helped reunite families that have been 
separated due to immigration backlogs. He 
has helped explain the complicated nuances 
of the immigration process to hundreds of 
families and to his fellow constituent advo-
cates. He has made sure that immigration 
applications are processed quickly and that 
people get their oath ceremonies and green 
cards. James is extremely intelligent, 
thoughtful, and warm, and he will be missed. 
He is going to be an excellent immigration 
lawyer. 

Taina Rodriguez, Constituent Advocate: 
James ‘‘Malcolm Jamal Warner’’ Yoo James 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 05:34 Apr 09, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A08AP8.006 E08APPT1w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

68
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE530 April 8, 2008 
is definitely one of a kind. He has an out-
standing ability to see the good in a person. 
He is supportive, caring, kind, honest, strong 
and hopeful. His views on many issues are a 
little nutty, but I never said he was perfect. 
He always tells me the truth, even when I 
hate to hear it because chances are 9 out of 
10 times he’s right. He told me once that he 
hates it when people say ‘‘I can’t’’, and I find 
that to be very inspirational. 

James calls our relationship ‘‘love and 
hate’’ relationship, but I see it more of a big 
brother, pain in the neck type of relation-
ship. (But in a very good way). Who is going 
to lecture me about school and my study 
habits, and who is going to lecture me about 
how I choose my dates! It’s very difficult to 
see myself coming into the office and not 
having James around. It’s going to be a sad 
day on April 11, 2008. However, I know that 
he will go on and accomplish great things. 
Who knows, he might even get to meet Mal-
colm Jamal Warner! 

Kim Muzeroll, Executive Assistant: James 
is one of the most selfless and thoughtful 
people I know. He is smart and he is savvy. 
He works under the radar but he is im-
mensely effective. He doesn’t seek the spot-
light and he never wants credit for his ac-
complishments, but he deserves recognition 
for his commitment to social justice and his 
tireless work on behalf of the constituents of 
the 9th Cong. district, Illinois, the nation 
and in fact the world. 

Abbey Eusebio: The ninth congressional 
district has been lucky to have James Yoo as 
a tireless advocate for almost a decade. He 
worked with constituents one on one to as-
sist them with immigration matters and pro-
vided outreach to different ethnic groups in 
the district. James was the go-to person for 
immigration matters and was a constituent 
advocate that constituents and colleagues 
could always count on. He set a high stand-
ard for his colleagues for substantial and ef-
ficient constituent service. He is a great role 
model and always kept the needs of constitu-
ents and the office as a priority. 

As a friend, James is like our big brother. 
He is a humble man who is down-to-earth 
and has a great sense of humor. James was a 
great asset to Team Schakowsky. We will be 
very sad to see him go but know that he will 
continue a career of advocacy as an immi-
gration attorney. 

Paola Castano, Constituent Advocate: 
James is very knowledgeable and a great 
source of information. I am always im-
pressed about the wealth of knowledge that 
he has on various subjects. James is the type 
of person you can talk to about just about 
anything under the sun. And whenever we 
would discuss subject matter that we weren’t 
exactly sure of, off to internet we went, and 
it was Wikipedia once again to the rescue! If 
it weren’t for Wikipedia, we would have 
never learned the names of the 3 Chipettes 
(Brittany, Eleanor, and Jeanette), the Chip-
munk’s female counterparts. If we didn’t 
know that, then where would we be? 

I am most grateful to him for other rea-
sons too. When I started working in this of-
fice in December of 2006, it was taking me a 
bit of time to adjust to all the transitions 
taking place within the office. However, the 
most difficult aspect for me, the thing that 
was holding me back was that I had just 
come from an unpleasant work experience in 
my previous law office job, so I wasn’t allow-
ing myself to warm up to my new sur-
roundings. However, from the very begin-
ning, it was James who helped me to feel 
very welcome and tried to make me feel like 
I was part of the office. I soon came to real-
ize that if he was taking the time and mak-
ing an effort to make me feel at home here, 
the least I could do was to try too. And be-
cause of these efforts, I have made friends 

with some truly great people in this office, 
including James. 

I also thank James for taking the time to 
train me on immigration these last few 
weeks. He has been very patient and under-
standing with me. Though it was intense, I 
believed at times that it was all too much at 
one time, and I felt as if I could never, ever, 
come close to taking on the role he has had 
in this office and this community, James re-
assured me and helped me to believe that I 
could take on this new role as a CA. 

Ann Limjoco, Suburban Director: I have 
had the privilege of working with James for 
more than 6 years now. Over the last 6 years, 
I have seen him become a master at immi-
gration casework. He is the immigration 
guru in our office. James is the one we would 
all go to with any questions on immigration. 
He was able to grasp such an understanding 
of immigration law, more than any other 
Constituent Advocate I’ve seen in the last 6 
years in this office. It is so fitting that he is 
leaving this office to become an immigration 
lawyer. I think the time he has spent in this 
office has prepared him to do this. 

I can also call James a good friend. He is 
the type of person I can rely on at all times. 
When I moved into my apartment in Glen-
view, James was right there helping me 
move boxes into my parents’ minivan and 
unloading them into my new place. We have 
also spent countless hours going out to din-
ner or having drinks. I will miss him greatly. 
Not only will the constituents of the 9th 
Congressional District be losing a great 
asset, but we will be losing a great co-work-
er. However, I know our friendship will con-
tinue on and that we will keep in touch. I 
will miss working with him dearly! 

Kris Sadur, Constituent Advocate: It’s 
been an honor to know and work with James 
Yoo. His calm demeanor and steadfast dedi-
cation to assisting our constituents is un-
wavering. He is an excellent and patient 
teacher, assisting all staff on the intricacies 
of immigration and always willing to listen 
to questions regarding a case. I will miss his 
sweet smile, composed nature and aston-
ishing intelligence. We are losing an extraor-
dinary staff member and thoughtful advo-
cate for constituents in the 9th Congres-
sional District. 

I join all of my staff in praising James for his 
remarkable service to our district and to the 
thousands of people he has helped. I will 
never be able to thank him enough for his ex-
traordinary work and for the standard of excel-
lence that he set for our office. I am confident 
that James will continue to make this world a 
better place and a happier place to be. 
Though I will miss him in the office, I fully ex-
pect that he will never desert Team 
Schakowsky. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO KIM DOTTS 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the accomplishments and civic contribu-
tions of my friend, Kim Dotts, whose commit-
ment to her community and to the students of 
the Clark County School District is an inspira-
tion. 

Kim graduated with honors from Penn State 
University in 1988 with a degree in music edu-
cation. While at school, she performed with 
the Penn State Singers, the Concert Choir, 
and the University Choir. After graduating from 

Penn State University, Kim began teaching 
music in the Catskills region of New York. 
During this time she was introduced to the 
method of motivating students through musical 
studies. Kim then relocated to Las Vegas and 
began a musical program for elementary 
school students in the Clark County School 
District. 

At William Lummis Elementary School, Kim 
holds extracurricular guitar classes, Honor 
Choir, and Percussion Ensemble classes in 
the mornings before the start of the regular 
school day. These free lessons are an oppor-
tunity for the students to expand upon their 
normal schedules and learn something new 
and to develop an appreciation for the musical 
arts. She encourages students to express 
themselves creatively through the arts. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor Kim 
Dotts, an inspirational teacher and motivator. 
Her dedication to the Clark County School 
District is commendable, and I wish her and 
her students continued success in their music 
lessons. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, 
on April 2nd I was unavoidably delayed and 
unable to be present for three votes. Had I 
been present, I would have voted as follows: 

On rollcall No. 154, on ordering the previous 
question on H. Res. 1605, providing for the 
consideration of H.R. 5501, the Tom Lantos 
and Henry J. Hyde United States Global Lead-
ership Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and 
Malaria Reauthorization Act, I would have 
voted ‘‘no.’’ 

I would have done so because defeating the 
previous question would have allowed the 
House to consider an amendment dealing with 
the appropriations earmark process. I support 
reforming that process and think that the 
House should at least debate changes to it, al-
though I reserve judgment on whether I would 
have supported the specific language of the 
amendment since it was not debated. 

On rollcall No. 155, adoption of H. Res. 
1605, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall No. 156, the Carson of Indiana 
Amendment to H.R. 5501, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall No. 157, the motion to recommit 
H.R. 5501, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall No. 158, passage of H.R. 5501, 
I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

HONORING T.C. WILLIAMS CHAM-
PIONSHIP BASKETBALL TEAM 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the T.C. Williams men’s 
basketball team upon becoming this season’s 
Virginia AAA state champions. 
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Guided by Coach Ivan Thomas, on March 

15, 2008 at the Siegel Center in Richmond, 
Virginia, the Titans ended Bethel High 
School’s 29-game winning streak, surging to a 
commanding 70–57 victory and unprece-
dented 2nd state title. 

Led by a trio of sharpshooters, seniors Trav-
is Berry, Anthony Winbush and junior Edward 
Jenkins—who combined for 59 of the teams 
70 points—the Titans started fast and never 
let up till the final buzzer sounded. The stifling 
T.C. team defense forced a whopping 20 turn-
overs, holding the opposition to only a 37 per-
cent shooting percentage and less than 20 
points in the first half. 

Madam Speaker, T.C. Williams High School 
has a proud tradition of excellence, both in the 
classroom and on the athletic fields. I stand 
today on the floor of the House, to salute the 
entire T.C. Williams community—students, fac-
ulty, parents and fans—on this year’s unfor-
gettable championship basketball season. May 
this victory inspire you to climb to even greater 
heights in the road ahead. 

f 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, A SCOURGE 
IN THE CARIBBEAN 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker. I would like 
to bring to your attention an article written on 
domestic violence featured in the New York 
CaribNews for the week ending March 25, 
2008 on ‘‘Domestic Violence, A Scourge in the 
Caribbean—Women Suffer at Men’s Hands in 
Almost Every Country.’’ 

Domestic violence is an ill that plagues 
many communities but is especially prevalent 
in immigrant communities as highlighted by a 
recent State Department human rights report. 
Domestic violence primarily affects women 
and children and mostly girls. The violence is 
often at the hands of fathers or male authority 
figures in the family or community. 

Despite tougher laws and penalties, domes-
tic violence continues as a ‘‘significant social 
problem.’’ Often victims of domestic violence 
are reluctant to report incidents of abuse due 
to the stigmatism that it carries and fear of re-
prisal from their abusers. Even more troubling 
are the cases that go unreported because the 
perception that law enforcement officers and 
magistrates can be bribed to make cases dis-
appear. Clearly there is much work to be done 
in educating both victims and law enforcement 
personnel on the serious effects of domestic 
violence. 

Articles such as this are instrumental in rais-
ing public awareness of this critical problem; 
and serves as a reminder that domestic vio-
lence is problematic in both immigrant and 
nonimmigrant communities. As a society, we 
have a moral obligation to educate and protect 
our most vulnerable members. 
U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT: DOMESTIC VIO-

LENCE, A SCOURGE IN CARIBBEAN—WOMEN 
SUFFER AT MEN’S HANDS IN ALMOST EVERY 
COUNTRY 

(By Tony Best) 

It’s like a recurring decimal. In almost 
every country, from Barbados, the Bahamas, 
St. Vincent and Jamaica to Guyana, Ja-
maica, Trinidad and Tobago, Belize and Haiti 

the story was the same: physical abuse of 
women at the hands of their lovers is ramp-
ant throughout the Caribbean. 

Admittedly, though, the problem is far 
more serious in some places than in others. 
Take the case of Barbados, where the U.S. 
State Department human rights report de-
scribed violence and abuse against women as 
significant social problems. 

And they exist despite the presence of 
tough laws which impost stiff sentences on 
men, depending on the severity of the 
charges. 

For instance, penalties can range from 
fines for a first time offenders (unless the in-
jury is serious) up to death penalty for a 
killing. 

In between are prison terms for those who 
breach court-imposed restraining orders. But 
apart from physical abuse, there are the sex-
ual offences, including spousal rate, for 
which the maximum penalty is life behind 
bars. In 2007, about 63 rape cases, seven as-
saults with intent to rape and 30 cases of sex 
with a minor were reported to the police. 

But women were not the only victims of vi-
olence in the home. Children in Barbados too 
suffered, complained the State Department. 
The abuse of women and children by lovers 
and fathers was a serious issue in Belize. Do-
mestic violence, discrimination against 
women, sexual abuse of children, trafficking 
in persons for sexual and labor exploitation, 
and child labor were also problems, as was 
the way the report described the situation in 
Caricom’s lone member-state in Central 
America. The numbers tell much of the 
story: in the first six months of last year, 
the Ministry of Health recorded 455 cases of 
domestic violence, of which 385 involved 
physical abuse of women and 67 were for sex-
ual abuse. 

The picture of violence against women was 
worst in the Bahamas. For not only did the 
report term it ‘‘serious’’ and ‘‘widespread’’ 
but warned it often ended in murder. 

Last year, 14 of the 79 homicides in the Ba-
hamas ‘‘were related to domestic violence.’’ 
To add to the tragedy, Washington cited 
complaints from women’s rights groups that 
law enforcement authorities were generally 
reluctant ‘‘to intervene in domestic dis-
putes.’’ However, the State Department soft-
ened the blow by insisting that the ‘‘police 
recognized domestic violence as a high pri-
ority, provided specialized training for all in-
coming officers and offered continuing train-
ing in domestic violence.’’ The sketch of 
Guyana didn’t include homicides but at the 
core was a triple whammy: violence, rape, in-
cluding spousal rape, and the trafficking of 
women. 

In addition. Guyanese women face the 
added burden of a perception that some po-
lice officers and magistrates could be bribed 
to make cases of domestic violence go away. 

That’s not all. Despite the existence of 
laws designed to deal with the problem, the 
report charged that the real headache was a 
failure to implement programs designed to 
curb domestic violence. 

Small wonder, then, that a leading NGO, 
Help and Shelter, which handled 739 abuse 
cases of which 538 involved spousal abuse 
against women in 2007 demanded sensitivity 
training for magistrates and court staff to 
improve the handling of domestic violence. 

St. Vincent is another country where 
abuse of women is a hard and continuing fact 
of life. A human rights organization there 
charged that in far too many cases domestic 
violence went unpunished due to the culture 
in which victims choose not to seek assist-
ance from the police or the prosecution. 

As for Jamaica, the situation there too 
could best be described as dismal, although 
not as deadly as the Bahamas. Social and 
cultural traditions perpetuated violence 

against women, including spousal abuse the 
report charged. Violence against women was 
widespread, but many women were reluctant 
to acknowledge or report abusive behavior, 
leading to wide variations in estimates of its 
extent. 

Just as serious and complex was the report 
on Trinidad and Tobago where abuse of 
women was a matter of grave concern. Like 
Jamaica, tough laws and programs to aid 
battered women are in existence in the twin- 
island republic but there was a common 
problem: cops are lax in enforcing the law. If 
figures compiled by women’s groups are ac-
curate between 20 to 25 percent of women in 
Trinidad and Tobago were victims of abuse. 

While no figures existed in Haiti that 
would give a indication of the depth of prob-
lem, what was clear was that it was a night-
mare. For instance, a man who kills his wife 
or her lover found in act of adultery in the 
home wouldn’t be charged under the coun-
try’s criminal code. But a woman who mur-
ders her spouse under similar circumstances 
would be hauled before the court, the State 
Department reported. 

Although laws against domestic violence 
were enacted, human rights activists de-
scribed domestic violence as both ‘‘common-
place and underreported,’’ so much so that 
Women’s Solidarity, a human rights body for 
women, estimated that eight of every 10 Hai-
tian women were victims of domestic vio-
lence. 

Meanwhile, the problem of domestic vio-
lence has seemingly spread from the West In-
dies to Caribbean immigrant groups in New 
York City. Both physical and verbal abuse is 
said to be high in Brooklyn where Charles 
Hynes, Brooklyn District Attorney, has an 
aggressive program to combat spousal abuse. 
‘‘We see it quite a lot among Caribbean im-
migrants,’’ said an official of the DA’s office. 
‘‘But people from the Caribbean aren’t alone. 
Spousal abuse is prevalent in almost every 
immigrant community, whether they are 
from Europe, Latin America or the Carib-
bean.’’ 

f 

NATIONAL INTEGRATED COASTAL 
AND OCEAN OBSERVATION ACT 
OF 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 31, 2008 

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 2342, the National Integrated 
Coastal and Ocean Observing Systems Act 
authored by my friend and fellow co-chair of 
the House Oceans Caucus, Representative 
ALLEN. 

The Integrated Ocean Observing System 
has the following goals: To improve the safety 
and efficiency of marine operations; to more 
effectively mitigate the effects of natural haz-
ards; to improve predictions of climate change 
and its effects on coastal populations: to im-
prove national security; to reduce public health 
risks; to more effectively protect and restore 
healthy coastal marine ecosystems: and to en-
able the sustained use of marine resources. 
This bill will coordinate and manage the exist-
ing regional Ocean Observing Systems. 

In my district, the Central and Northern Cali-
fornia Ocean Observing System has proven 
invaluable in understanding and managing the 
ocean. The esoteric task of observing surface 
currents was indispensable in reacting and re-
sponding to the Cosco Busan oil spill in the 
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San Francisco bay. The Central and Northern 
California Ocean Observing System assisted 
in the spill tracking as well as using HF Radar 
systems to provide real-time information on 
ocean currents to the response teams. They 
also provided information to and continue to 
collaborate with the NOAA Office of Response 
and Restoration, NOAA HAZMAT, NOAA 
Sanctuaries, and the Oil Spill Prevention and 
Response program. 

These systems are at the forefront of the 
science of understanding harmful algal 
blooms, which affect human health and can 
cause fish kills. Ocean observing systems aid 
in the study of waterborne diseases and can 
provide vital information for navigation of ships 
and small boats. They also have national se-
curity implications. This set of Coordinated Re-
gional Ocean Observing Systems will improve 
coastal monitoring and assist the Coast Guard 
in their mission to secure our waters and to 
provide search and rescue for those endan-
gered at sea. 

These Ocean Observing Systems are the 
foundation we need to apply ecosystem-based 
management of our oceans. This type of man-
agement and even this very system of Na-
tional Integrated Ocean and Coastal Observ-
ing Systems is recommended by the U.S. 
Commission on Ocean Policy, which we in 
Congress created. The Joint Ocean Commis-
sion Initiative, created to continue to advise 
Congress on the Ocean Commission’s sug-
gestions, lists this as one of their chief prior-
ities. 

I cannot emphasize enough the need to 
show our ocean stewardship now, so we can 
turn the tide on the dire consequences facing 
our oceans and Great Lakes. The oceans and 
the Great Lakes belong to all the people of the 
United States and it is our duty to ensure that 
we provide the coordination and the funding 
necessary to protect these precious resources. 
This is why I support H.R. 2342 which will re- 
align and coordinate the existing Ocean Ob-
serving Systems. 

Madam Speaker, the effects of climate 
change on the ocean are just beginning to be 
understood, while the ocean’s impact on the 
growing coastal population increases daily. 
We need the Ocean Observing Systems in 
order to understand and respond to the chal-
lenges we are facing. I strongly support H.R. 
2342 and urge my colleagues to pass this bill. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO LEE 
TILLMAN 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of my friend, Lee Tillman, who 
passed away on December 15, 2007. 

Lee Tillman moved to Boulder City, NV, at 
the age of 18, in 1931, and worked as a ball 
mill operator for the Hoover Dam during its 
construction. Mr. Tillman also worked as a 
truck driver and an electrician during the con-
struction of the Hoover Dam. He and his late 
wife, Norma, settled in Boulder City in 1939, 
where they raised their family and subse-
quently retired. He was the last known local 
Hoover Dam construction worker to reside in 
the area at the time of his death. He was 94 
years old. 

Lee’s friends and family considered him to 
be a man of integrity, who enjoyed recounting 
stories about his life and his many experi-
ences that he encountered as a resident of 
southern Nevada. He was revered as a walk-
ing historian because of his ability to recount 
significant facts and details about the con-
struction of Hoover Dam. He told his accounts 
as a dam worker for countless documentaries. 
He enjoyed sharing those experiences with his 
friends and family alike. I also had the distinct 
pleasure of serving on the Boulder City Coun-
cil with Lee’s son, Tim, and I greatly appre-
ciated the wealth of knowledge that Lee will-
ingly shared. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor the 
life and legacy of my friend Lee Tillman for his 
integral work on the Hoover Dam, and his 
years of community service throughout the 
Boulder City and the southern Nevada com-
munity. Mr. Tillman was a historical force 
throughout the community and he will be pro-
foundly missed. 

f 

VICTIM’S RIGHTS AWARDS, LAU-
RIE DISHMAN UNSUNG HERO 
AWARD RECIPIENT 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, I am hon-
ored to announce that my constituent, Laurie 
Dishman has been selected by the Victim’s 
Rights Caucus to receive the Unsung Hero 
Award. 

Laurie is a remarkable young woman, who 
found the strength and courage to fight on be-
half of others after she was a victim of a vio-
lent crime on a cruise ship. Laurie shared her 
story with me in a letter two years ago. 

As a passenger on board a ship operated 
by Royal Caribbean, Laurie was raped by a 
crew member. The story of her ordeal on the 
ship was shocking and the response by the 
cruise industry was even more appalling. 

Laurie was brave enough to report the inci-
dent to the crew authorities, even though they 
treated her poorly and with little sensitivity. 
She also reported the crime to the FBI. Unfor-
tunately, the U.S. Attorney’s office declined 
the case or prosecution just four days later. 

I have since learned that there have been 
no convictions for rape cases on cruise lines 
in four decades. This statistic takes on a new 
meaning through the lens of Laurie’s experi-
ence. 

Laurie has devoted herself to a public 
awareness campaign to ensure that the cruise 
industry is held accountable for their lax secu-
rity onboard cruise ships. 

She has done television shows including 
The Montel Williams Show, the Morning Show, 
Inside Edition, and numerous others. She also 
has done radio interviews for the BBC and 
other international news organizations to send 
out her message. As the focus of numerous 
expose pieces about safety concerns on 
cruise ships, Laurie was profiled for stories in 
the Los Angeles Times and the San Francisco 
Chronicle. 

She was also brave enough to testify at a 
Transportation and Infrastructure, Coast Guard 
and Maritime Transportation Subcommittee 
hearing on Crimes on Cruise Ships. At the 

hearing she spoke of her experience and also 
ways to improve prevention methods, includ-
ing: peep holes and security latches on state-
room doors; instituting sensitivity training for 
crew members: and ensuring more CCTV 
cameras in hallways. 

After the hearing, I introduced the Protect 
Americans from Crimes on Cruise Ships Res-
olution on September 17, 2007, with Reps. 
CHRISTOPHER SHAYS and CAROLYN MALONEY. 
The resolution now has over thirty cosponsors. 

The Transportation and Infrastructure Coast 
Guard and Maritime Transportation Sub-
committee held a follow-up hearing on Sep-
tember 19, 2007. We heard from other victims 
who were raped or assaulted on cruise ships. 
Laurie attended the full-day hearing and pro-
vided support for the women who testified and 
their families. Since then she has continued to 
attend meetings with the cruise industry, pro-
vide interviews and insight to our office on the 
progress, or lack thereof, of the cruise indus-
tries safety standards. 

On April 8, 2008 Laurie testified in front of 
the California State Senate regarding a bill to 
require Ocean Rangers on cruise ships. 
‘‘These Ocean Rangers will help to make sure 
that there are trained personnel who can re-
spond to a reported crime, and that there is an 
advocate for a crime victim who is not em-
ployed by the cruise lines. 

I am also working on introducing it bi-
cameral, comprehensive cruise safety reform 
bill that is informed by two years of research 
and two Congressional hearings, but at its 
heart, addresses the concerns brought to our 
office two years ago by Ms. Dishman. 

Laurie embodies the spirit of an unsung 
hero. She does all of this without acclaim, but 
because she feels compelled. Laurie has 
helped lead a campaign of awareness about 
safety concerns on cruise ships. We all know 
that crimes can only be prevented when we 
are aware of the chance for them to occur. 

Laurie has taken leadership and shown 
strong determination throughout this ternble 
personal experience. I have been very proud 
to be by her side in this effort, to ensure safe-
ty on cruise ships by informing the public of 
their risks. 

Because of her visibility and strength, other 
victims have been able to tell their stories. As 
a result, we have been able to garner public 
awareness and support for our efforts towards 
oversight and better public policy. 

I applaud Laurie for her heroic work during 
these last two years. I nominated her for the 
Victim’s Rights Caucus Unsung Hero Award. It 
is an honor to recognize her today for her im-
portant contributions to ensuring the safety of 
the over 10 million women and families across 
the country that cruise each year. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO CANTOR AVIVA 
ROSENBLOOM 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the extraordinary contributions of 
Cantor Aviva Rosenbloom of Temple Israel of 
Hollywood. Cantor Aviva will be retiring this 
spring after 32 remarkable years of service to 
the Temple community. She will be honored at 
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‘‘Erev Aviva’’—Night of Aviva for her dedica-
tion and inspiration during her lengthy and 
truly iconic career. The community-wide cele-
bration will be an opportunity for us to thank 
Cantor Aviva and express appreciation for the 
contributions she has made to Temple Israel 
and the Los Angeles Jewish community at 
large. 

Cantor Aviva is only the second full-time 
Cantor to have served Temple Israel in its 82- 
year history. In fact, she was the first full-time 
Cantor to serve in the Los Angeles area. 
Throughout her tenure, she has become part 
of the fabric of the Temple community. 

She has a lively, warm and colorful pres-
ence. Her vibrant spirit and love for tradition is 
infectious; her voice has inspired many 
congregants over the years. Cantor Aviva has 
touched Temple Israel at its core as she led 
hundreds of children through their Bar and Bat 
Mitzvah ceremonies and taught countless 
adults to chant and sing Jewish prayers. 

She is known for continually updating and 
expanding Temple Israel’s musical liturgy with 
jazz services and songs in Hebrew, Yiddish 
and Ladino. Cantor Aviva has premiered new 
works by contemporary Jewish composers in 
concert settings, and is comfortable with a 
whole host of musical genres, including clas-
sical, opera and folk. 

Our community owes Cantor Aviva a debt of 
gratitude for her tremendous record of accom-
plishments at Temple Israel of Hollywood. I 
ask my colleagues to join me in extending 
thanks for her outstanding and inspired con-
tributions these past 32 years. Please also join 
me in wishing her all the best in her capacity 
as Cantor Emeritus and in all future endeav-
ors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF FOR THE 
LOVE OF THE LAKE 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. PETE SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize For the Love of the 
Lake, a local community land and water con-
servation organization that is very dear to my 
heart. 

White Rock Lake Park resulted from the 
need for a larger water supply for the growing 
population in Dallas during the late 1890s. 
Since it became a city park on December 13, 
1929, White Rock Lake Park has always held 
a special place in the hearts of all Dallasites. 
Historically, it was known as the ‘‘people’s 
playground’’ and is now referred to as the 
‘‘Jewel of Dallas.’’ 

What initially began as an interest in keep-
ing White Rock Lake Park clean and beautiful 
quickly evolved into a conservation organiza-
tion with hundreds of dedicated and energetic 
volunteers. Since its founding in 1995, For the 
Love of the Lake has helped enhance the lake 
and park with various hands-on activities such 
as picking up litter and recyclables with their 
Second Saturday Shoreline Spruce-Up events 
and Adopt-A-Shoreline groups. Now led by 
President Steve Tompkins, For the Love of the 
Lake is reconstructing of a hike and bike trail, 
building a new bridge reminiscent of one built 
by the Civilian Conservation Corps, and ex-
panding the Celebration Tree Grove. On April 

11, 2008, Good Fulton & Farrell Architects will 
receive the Volunteer Group of the Year 
Award as the group leader of an Adopt-A- 
Shoreline group. In the past year, they have 
demonstrated their outstanding commitment in 
community service and financial contributions. 
Their first month with For the Love of the Lake 
was January 2007 and despite the bitter cold 
weather, they showed with a positive attitude 
and a giving heart. It is individuals like these 
that keep our communities strong and White 
Rock Lake Park beautiful. I am proud to be 
one of the many volunteers associated with 
this group. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in recognizing For the Love 
of the Lake for their contributions to White 
Rock Lake Park and the City of Dallas and in 
congratulating Good Fulton & Farrell on being 
named the Volunteer Group of the Year. 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF LAKOTA 
SCHOOL DISTRICT IN WEST 
CHESTER AND LIBERTY TOWN-
SHIP, OHIO 

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. BOEHNER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate and recognize my home-
town school system, the Lakota School District 
in West Chester and Liberty Township, Ohio, 
on its 50th Anniversary. 

From the humble beginnings as the Liberty- 
Union School District in 1957 with an enroll-
ment of just 1,700 students it would have 
been hard to predict the extraordinary growth 
and success of the district. Today the Lakota 
School District covers nearly 70 square miles, 
two townships, eight postal zones and nearly 
100,000 people. It is home to two high 
schools, a freshman school, four junior 
schools, ten elementary schools, four early 
childhood schools and more than 18,000 stu-
dents. 

Even with the growth from a small rural dis-
trict into the seventh largest district in Ohio the 
success of Lakota schools has not been im-
peded. The Lakota School District is the larg-
est district in Ohio to receive an ‘‘Excellent’’ 
rating for six consecutive years. In 2006–2007 
the district met 29 of 30 state indicators, grad-
uated more than 96 percent of its students 
and saw 90 percent of high school student’s 
matriculate to college all while per pupil 
spending stayed well below the state average. 

But facts and figures only tell part of the 
story. It is fitting that this fine school district 
bears the word ‘‘Lakota,’’ a Native American 
word meaning unity and togetherness. 
Throughout the years the achievements of 
Lakota schools have been driven by the dedi-
cation and commitment of the entire Lakota 
community. Together, through a unified vision, 
the administrators, teachers, parents, students 
and citizens have made the Lakota School 
District a pillar of education and a foundation 
for community growth. Each and every person 
who has attended, taught, worked or simply 
lived in the district has played a role in its suc-
cess. 

I’m proud to represent the Lakota School 
District in our nation’s Capitol. I’m proud my 
children attended Lakota schools, and I’m 

proud of what has been achieved and what I 
know will be achieved. I congratulate the 
Lakota School District on a spectacular fifty 
years and I know another extraordinary fifty 
are still to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MATTHEW DANIELS, 
SENIOR AT FAYETTE COUNTY 
HIGH SCHOOL IN FAYETTEVILLE, 
GEORGIA 

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a young man from 
Fayetteville in Georgia’s 3rd Congressional 
District who has excelled in the classroom and 
on the playing field. 

For more than 17 years, the National Alli-
ance of African American Athletes has hon-
ored young men who exemplify the best in 
sports and education. 

This year, the top honor, called the Franklin 
D. Watkins Award, will go to a constituent of 
mine, Matthew Daniels, a senior at Fayette 
County High School. 

Considered one of the best defensive backs 
in the country, Matthew has maintained a per-
fect 4.0 grade-point average. He is a member 
of the Beta Club, the National Honor Society, 
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes and other 
worthy community groups. 

‘‘This remarkable young man is unquestion-
ably a premier scholar-athlete in a time when 
very few kids in the country can barely stay 
academically eligible,’’ said a spokesperson 
for the National Association of African Amer-
ican Athletes. ‘‘Matthew lends inspiration to a 
younger generation that it is possible to 
achieve perfection in sports and in the class-
room.’’ 

Matthew will represent Fayette County High 
proudly next year as an alumnus when he en-
rolls at Duke University on a full athletic schol-
arship. 

‘‘Among all my achievements and honors in 
high school, this award is the most memorable 
I must say,’’ Matthew said after receiving the 
award earlier this year at the InterContinental 
Hotel in Century City, Calif. ‘‘This is the only 
award that acknowledges me for both my aca-
demic and athletic achievements.’’ 

Winners of the award are highly encouraged 
to use their time and talent to give back to the 
less fortunate in their communities. 

‘‘On the field, I want to work to become a 
freshman All-American next season.’’ Daniels 
told a reporter. ‘‘Off the field. I want to leave 
a path so others know it can be done.’’ 

On behalf of everyone in Georgia’s 3rd Con-
gressional District, I want to congratulate Mat-
thew Daniels on this prestigious award. We’re 
proud that he’s part of our community. 

f 

5TH ANNUAL MAYORAL SALUTE 
TO VETERANS 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the Annual Mayoral 
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Salute to Veterans which has been presented 
for the past five years by Phoenix Mayor Phil 
Gordon and the Phoenix Military Veterans 
Commission. The Salute this year on Tues-
day, April 8, 2008, will focus on women vet-
erans. This is appropriate given the rising 
numbers of women now serving in the armed 
forces and their wide-ranging and significant 
contributions to our nation’s military efforts. 

Women have served honorably in every war 
and conflict in American history. Many paid 
the ultimate price in defense of our nation. We 
all know the story of Army PFC Lori Piestewa, 
an Arizona native who became the first serv-
icewoman to be killed in Operation Iraqi Free-
dom and the first Native American service-
woman to ever die in battle. In 2005, Sgt. 
Leigh Ann Hester of the Kentucky Army Na-
tional Guard became the first woman to be 
awarded the Silver Star for close-quarters 
combat action for her role in turning back an 
ambush on her convoy in Iraq. 

Madam Speaker, I want to focus special at-
tention on seven veterans from Arizona who 
are being recognized today as living reminders 
of the honorable service that women in the 
armed forces have provided in overseas war 
zones from World War II to Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. Please join me in recognizing: 

Bettie Lerdall, U.S. Marine Corps, World 
War II; 

Grace Kokesch, U.S. Army, World War II; 
Louise Glende, U.S. Navy, Korean War; 
Carol Culbertson, U.S. Navy, Vietnam War; 
Belinda Blase, U.S. Air Force, Operation 

Desert Storm; 
First Lieutenant Kara C. Larson, Arizona 

Army National Guard, Operation Iraqi Free-
dom; 

Sgt. Rachel L. Trotter, Arizona Army Na-
tional Guard, Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Please join me in recognizing the service of 
these distinguished veterans on this special 
day. 

f 

THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
CARROLLTON CHURCH OF THE 
NAZARENE 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the 50th anniversary of the 
Carrollton Church of the Nazarene in 
Carrollton, Texas. Since its inception, the 
church has stood in the community as a sym-
bol of perseverance and inspiration. This his-
toric anniversary of the Carrollton Church of 
the Nazarene marks a time of remembrance 
of a storied past and renewal for a bright fu-
ture. 

On April 6, 1958, a group of twelve founded 
the Valwood Church of the Nazarene in what 
would later evolve into the Carrollton Church 
of the Nazarene. At the time, all adults of the 
church became founding members. The first 
pastor was Rev. Monroe Burkhart and the 
song leader was Mrs. Jo Ann Marchant. Char-
ter members included Rev. and Mrs. R.A. 
Holloway, Glen and Mary; Rev. and Mrs. M.S. 
Burkhart and Elson; Mr. and Mrs. Thurman 
Marchant; Mr. and Mrs. S.E. Marchant, Jr. and 
Mrs. Irene Cardwell. 

The founding members initially congregated 
at a building commonly referred to as the 

‘‘rabbit hutch’’ on Harry Hines Boulevard. Over 
the coming years, the church relocated sev-
eral times to worship at various locations in-
cluding Carrollton City Hall, a store in down-
town Carrollton, the Carrollton Community 
Center, individual homes, the basement of 
Valwood Parkway Baptist Church, local 
schools, a unit building on Dove Creek and 
Kelly Boulevard, and finally at Hebron Park-
way. While the church has worshiped in many 
locations, its positive message has always re-
mained the same. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in applaud-
ing the Carrollton Church of the Nazarene as 
it celebrates 50 years of dedicated fellowship. 
Clergy and members of the past and present 
are to be commended for their service to the 
church and greater community. It is my hope 
the Carrollton Church of the Nazarene con-
tinues to stand as beacon of resolve, inspira-
tion, and worship for many years to come. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO EDMUNDO 
ESCOBEDO, SR. 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to my good friend, Edmundo 
‘‘Eddie’’ Escobedo, Sr., who is being honored 
by the Clark County School District with the 
naming of the Edmundo ‘‘Eddie’’ Escobedo, 
Sr. Middle School. 

Mr. Escobedo was born in Torreon, 
Coahuila, Mexico before coming to the United 
States. He enlisted and served in the United 
States Air Force, where upon completion of 
his military duties he settled in Las Vegas. In 
1970, Mr. Escobedo began promoting live 
Mexican dances and popular musical groups. 
In 1972, he opened the only Spanish movie 
theater within the Las Vegas community, 
called the ‘‘El Rancho’’. He also served sev-
eral terms as the president of the National 
Spanish Pictures Exhibitors Association. For 
more than 20 years, Mr. Escobedo published 
‘‘El Mundo’’, a Spanish-language weekly 
newspaper serving Nevada’s large and rap-
idly-growing Hispanic population. He currently 
serves as Chairman of the Board of KDOX 
1280 AM, a Spanish-language local radio sta-
tion. 

He has served as founder, vice president, 
and president of the National Association of 
Hispanic Publications from 1997 to 2000. In 
2002, Mr. Escobedo was named ‘‘Hispanic of 
the Year’’ by the Latin Chamber or Commerce 
and was included as number 23 of the list of 
‘‘25 Most Influential Persons’’ in the city by 
‘‘Las Vegas Life’’ magazine. In January 2003, 
he also became a member of the Board of Di-
rectors of Sunrise Hospital. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to pay trib-
ute to Edmundo ‘‘Eddie’’ Escobedo, Sr. I 
would like to congratulate Eddie and his fam-
ily, including his wife of over 43 years, Maria, 
his four children, and his nine grandchildren. I 
applaud Eddie on his leadership and congratu-
late him on this much deserved recognition of 
having a middle school named in his honor by 
the Clark County School District. 

MR. JESSE J. MORANDO 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great honor and gratitude that I stand before 
you today to recognize one of Northwest Indi-
ana’s most dedicated, distinguished, and hon-
orable citizens, Mr. Jesse J. Morando, 2007– 
2008 State Commander for the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (VFW), Department of Indiana. 
A lifelong resident of Northwest Indiana, Jesse 
is one of the most passionate and involved 
citizens that I have ever known, especially 
when it comes to his service to our veterans. 
To honor Jesse for his constant efforts to bet-
ter the quality of life for Indiana’s veterans, a 
testimonial dinner will be held at the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post 802 Hall in Hammond, 
Indiana, on Sunday, April 13, 2008. 

Jesse James Morando was born in East 
Chicago, Indiana, the fourth of ten children. 
After relocating to Whiting, Indiana, in 1958, 
Jesse attended Immaculate Conception for 
grade school. Jesse’s involvement in commu-
nity activities began at an early age, when he 
excelled as a member of the Boy Scouts of 
America, eventually reaching the rank of Eagle 
Scout. Recognized as one of Whiting’s young 
leaders, Jesse was even appointed ‘‘Mayor for 
a Day.’’ As a high school student at Whiting 
High School, Jesse excelled in athletics, par-
ticipating on both the football and wrestling 
teams. 

Following his graduation from Whiting High 
School, Jesse joined the United States Marine 
Corps and served a tour of duty in Vietnam. 
After receiving his honorable discharge from 
the Marine Corps in 1973, Jesse returned to 
Northwest Indiana and accepted a position at 
the Amoco, now BP, refinery in Whiting, where 
he has 27 years of service and has completed 
an apprentice program in pipe fitting and weld-
ing. Jesse’s service, however, to veterans and 
to the Northwest Indiana community has re-
mained a constant throughout his lifetime. 

While he is well-known as the State Com-
mander of the VFW, Jesse has also been in-
volved in numerous other veterans’ and serv-
ice organizations in Northwest Indiana. Jesse 
is a life member of the American Legion Post 
80 and the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
2724 in Whiting, and also a member of the 40/ 
8 Voiture 470 First District of Indiana, the 
AMVETS Post 64 in Whiting, the Indiana Free-
masons, and the Mixtecas Motorcycle Group. 
Additionally, he is a life member of the VFW 
National Home. 

Early on, Jesse learned that the best way to 
improve his community and to help people 
was to get involved. In many different roles, 
Jesse has remained true to one goal, to make 
a difference in society. From his service to 
veterans to his involvement in programs 
geared toward helping those in need, be it 
physically or financially, Jesse has always 
been a driving force in bettering the lives of 
many people. While it is impossible to list all 
of the ways in which Jesse has served his 
community, to name a few, Jesse has been a 
coach for the Challenger baseball team, where 
he assisted with obtaining funds to pay for the 
Field of Dreams in Hammond, Indiana. This 
outstanding program was aimed at affording 
physically challenged children the opportunity 
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to play baseball. He has also assisted with the 
Special Olympics, participated in motorcycle 
runs for Toys-for-Tots and other organizations 
to help those in need, been a personal donor 
for Locks of Love, and for the past six years, 
he has volunteered his time to the March of 
Dimes, raising money and assisting partici-
pants at an annual event in Highland, Indiana. 

A loving husband, father, and grandfather, 
Jesse’s commitment to veterans throughout 
Indiana is surpassed only by his love for his 
family. Jesse and his loving wife, Laura, are 
the proud parents of five children: Jennifer, 
Samantha, Sara, Elizabeth, and Jesse III, and 
three adoring grandchildren: Kali Rose, James 
IV, and Jaslyn. 

Madam Speaker, Jesse Morando has self-
lessly given his time and efforts to not only 
veterans, but to many other groups as well, 
throughout his lifetime of service. At this time, 
I ask that you and all of my distinguished col-
leagues join me in commending him for his 
leadership and dedication. He serves as a true 
inspiration in the eyes of a grateful community. 

f 

HONORING DON TEMEYER 

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Don Temeyer on his 
retirement as the Community Planning and 
Development Director for the City of Waterloo. 
At the end of this month, Don will be retiring 
after 33 years of service to the City of Water-
loo. 

Over the past 33 years, Don has been in-
strumental in moving the City of Waterloo for-
ward and bringing the community together. 
With Don’s guidance the City of Waterloo has 
seen successes from economic development 
to upgrading the city’s recreational opportuni-
ties. 

Don has served six different mayors and 
began his work in the Planning and Zoning of-
fice in 1974, the same year he graduated from 
Iowa State University. Don eventually headed 
this department. Community Planning and De-
velopment—comprised of Planning and Zon-
ing, Community Development, the Waterloo 
Housing Authority and economic development 
functions—was formed in the middle 1990s 
with Don taking the lead. 

Don has dedicated his life to the promotion 
and development of the City of Waterloo. His 
work has proven that strong community advo-
cates can make a tremendous difference in 
their own backyards. With Don’s retirement we 
are losing years of institutional knowledge and 
a champion for the needs of Waterloo resi-
dents. I am proud to represent Don and the 
City of Waterloo in Congress. I wish him the 
best in all his endeavors. 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE ATTOR-
NEYS AND JUDGES OF CLEVE-
LAND AND CUYAHOGA COUNTY 
WHO HAVE PASSED IN 2007 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in remembrance of the men and women 
who served as attorneys and judges in Cleve-
land and Cuyahoga County who passed away 
in 2007. They will be remembered for their in-
dividual and collective dedication as public 
servants, all focused on the public good, on 
the occasion of the Annual Greater Cleveland 
Bench-Bar Memorial Program being held on 
April 7, 2008, in Cleveland. 

I stand with Chief Judge James G. Carr of 
the U.S. Federal District Court, Northern Dis-
trict of Ohio, and all the judges and mag-
istrates of the Northern District, and the 
Bench-Bar Program organizing committee to 
remember and commemorate the lives and 
accomplishments of the lawyers and judges in 
our community who have recently passed. 
Through their work as lawyers and judges, 
these individuals have contributed their talent, 
trade and expertise within an array of roles to 
guide and support the citizens of the greater 
Cleveland community. We remember Thomas 
F. Allen, Robert F. Belovich, Sr., William E. 
Blackie, Jr., Edward J. Corrigan, Norman A. 
Fuerst, Michael R. Gallagher, Victor 
Greenslade, Jr., John Gustin, James E. Kuth, 
Anne M. Landefeld, Howard A. Levy, Joseph 
J. LoPresti, Jr., Charles S. Lynch, Stuart O.H. 
Merz, Ivan L. Miller, Robert Nelson, Robert S. 
Passov, Robert B. Preston, Jr., Ralph Rudd, 
Constantino M. Scudiere, Dennis H. Sherman, 
Richard B. Steuer, Kent N. Stone, Mark Ed-
ward Sullivan, Robert E. Sweeney, William 
Cronin Trier, Jr., Owen F. Walker, and Herbert 
R. Whiting. Their dedication to the legal pro-
fession and to the community will forever be 
respected and remembered. 

It is noteworthy that the program on April 7, 
2008 is being held at the recently restored 
Howard M. Metzenbaum U.S. Courthouse at 
Cleveland’s Public Square. Senator Metzen-
baum himself was a public citizen, lawyer and 
legislator whose service to the people of Ohio 
and the Nation is legendary. He was a con-
summate consumer advocate, labor rights ad-
vocate, accomplished legislator and an impor-
tant figure in Ohio’s political history whose 
passing last month we also mourn. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in remembrance of the members of the 
legal profession who dedicated their profes-
sional lives to the law and to working among 
the people in the Greater Cleveland commu-
nity to uphold and improve our justice system. 
Let their accomplishments and commitment to 
their profession serve as an example to be fol-
lowed by all who follow in their footsteps. 

COMMEMORATING UNITED STATES 
RECOGNITION OF NEWLY INDE-
PENDENT BOSNIA AND 
HERZEGOVINA 

HON. JOHN W. OLVER 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. OLVER. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
on their recent anniversary of independence 
which was recognized by the United States on 
April 7, 1992. 1 am honored that the United 
States was one of the first nations to recog-
nize the newly independent Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 

I would like to applaud the democratic ori-
entation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and I 
strongly support the further strengthening of its 
government and peoples and their respect for 
human rights, rule of law, and free market ec-
onomics. As we mark the anniversary of U.S. 
recognition of an independent Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, let us reaffirm our support for 
Bosnia’s progress towards Euro-Atlantic inte-
gration. 

I once again congratulate the citizens of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina on this anniversary of 
their independence and I look forward to col-
laboration between our two countries. 

f 

HONORING JOHN DOSTER 

HON. PATRICK J. MURPHY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor the ex-
traordinary achievements of Mr. John Doster. 
Mr. Doster is being recognized by the Bristol 
Borough Traffic and Crowd Control Advisory 
Council for his hard work and exceptional ac-
complishments in working to better his com-
munity. 

A lifelong resident of Bucks County, Mr. 
Doster’s long and exemplary career of service 
to his community began 75 years ago and 
continues to this day. In 1934, Mr. Doster 
joined the Edgley Fire Company, and he has 
been a member ever since. Mr. Doster has 
held many important community leadership 
positions throughout the years, serving as the 
fire chief of the Edgley Firehouse, the fire mar-
shal for Bristol Township, the president of the 
Fire Chiefs Association, and a fire school in-
structor. 

Mr. Doster’s dedication to keeping those in 
his community safe is also evident through the 
numerous awards he has received. In 1977, 
he received the Distinguished Hero award for 
his brave actions in saving the lives of two 
people trapped in a burning building. In 1999 
and 2000, he received the Most Active Fire-
fighter Award from the Edgley Fire Company. 
Mr. Doster was also the recipient of the Com-
manders Club Award in both 2001 and 2004. 

In addition to his commendable service to 
his community. Mr. Doster has also dedicated 
himself to serving his country. He was a mem-
ber of the United States Army, serving as a 
corporal in North Africa from 1942 to 1945. 
During his service in the Army, Mr. Doster re-
ceived various commendations celebrating his 
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heroic actions. He received the Purple Heart, 
the Bronze Leader Award from the Disabled 
American Veterans, the Silver Star Award 
from the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and the 
Legion Honor Award from the Chapel of Four 
Chaplains. 

As his outstanding résumé shows, John 
Doster has pledged his life to helping those in 
our community and our Nation. Madam 
Speaker, as a fellow United States Army vet-
eran and Bucks County resident, I am proud 
to recognize the remarkable achievements of 
Mr. John Doster, and I am honored to serve 
as his Congressman. Through his tireless 
work, Mr. Doster has unequivocally changed 
Bucks County and America for the better. 

f 

REGARDING THE TWIN OAKS 
ESTATE 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, the 
Twin Oaks estate at 3225 Woodley Road in 
D.C. is a historic landmark. Situated on 18.1 
acres in northwestern Washington, the estate 
was built in 1888 by the founder of the Na-
tional Geographic Society, Mr. Gardiner 
Greene Hubbard, as a second residence for 
his family. At one time, Mr. Hubbard’s son-in- 
law, Mr. Alexander Graham Bell, the inventor 
of the telephone, also resided at Twin Oaks. 

The Twin Oaks property was first rented to 
the Republic of China, ROC, also known as 
Taiwan, government in 1937, and later was 
sold to the ROC government in 1947. Over 
the last six decades, many American dig-
nitaries and friends have met with ROC am-
bassador and representatives to chart the 
course of friendship and cooperation between 
our two countries through times both good and 
bad. For example, American Secretaries of 
State such as John F. Dulles, Dean Rust, 
George Schultz, and Colin Powell have all at 
some point dined as guests at Twin Oaks. Im-
portant agreements such as parts of the Sino- 
American Defense Treaty have been nego-
tiated at the estate. 

The Twin Oaks estate has contributed 
greatly to the friendship between the Ameri-
cans and our friends in the ROC. Today, U.S.- 
Taiwan relations have experienced decades of 
steady growth. President Bush has made a 
number of positive statements about Taiwan; 
telling one interview: ‘‘I am candid in my sup-
port of the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA). . . . 
I’ll say it right now: That our nation will help 
Taiwan defend herself. . . . I will do what ever 
it takes to help Taiwan defend herself, and the 
Chinese must understand that.’’ President 
Bush’s feelings about the TRA are strongly 
echoed in the U.S. Congress. Madam Speak-
er, we too believe in the importance of U.S.- 
Taiwan relations. As we celebrate Twin Oaks’ 
120-year history, we hope that our friendship 
with the ROC shall remain just as robust and 
healthy in the future as it has been for the last 
seven decades. 

TRIBUTE TO SHERIFF MICHAEL 
JACKSON 

HON. ALBERT RUSSELL WYNN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. WYNN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Sheriff Michael Jackson, Sheriff for 
Prince George’s County, Maryland. 

Sheriff Michael Jackson is a Prince 
George’s County native who has dedicated his 
professional life to bettering the community in 
which he grew up and now serves. He grew 
up in Forestville, Maryland, and graduated 
from Crossland High School. He then went on 
to receive a bachelor of science from the 
DeVry Institute of Technology in electronic en-
gineering technology. Serving in the Marine 
Corps Reserves for 3 years, he joined the Of-
fice of the Sheriff in 1989, and was first sworn 
in as Sheriff on December 2, 2002. Now in his 
second term. Jackson has implemented impor-
tant changes in the past 6 years, both in do-
mestic violence intervention and in his work 
with the local youth. The 2008 Congressional 
Victim’s Rights Caucus Allied Profession 
Award is in recognition of these many accom-
plishments. 

In the field of domestic violence. Sheriff 
Jackson has made many important innova-
tions. He implemented a 24/7 Domestic Vio-
lence Intervention unit, a comprehensive ap-
proach to victim services and protection. The 
unit was created with the goal of providing as-
sistance to the victim through every stage of 
the judicial process, starting at the 911 call to 
the final protective order. He initiated the first 
civilian Domestic Violence Intervention/Com-
munity Services Unit, expanding outreach and 
education throughout the county. The Violence 
Victim Advocate Unit followed, which evalu-
ates the protective order issued and is an on-
going service as long as the victim needs it. 
He also formed an agency called ‘‘Empow-
ering My Sister’’ which supports domestic vio-
lence victims in regaining their autonomy and 
moving forward by providing professional de-
velopment, such as interview skills, appear-
ance tips, GED training, and business con-
tacts. 

The sheriff expanded services for domestic 
violence by assuming first responder duties for 
all 911 calls in the central county area, and 
Jackson’s goal is that by 2010 the Office of 
the Sheriff will serve the entire county as do-
mestic violence first responders. This will cen-
tralize first responder, peace and protective 
order service, community outreach, victim ad-
vocacy and survivor empowerment within 
‘‘Empowering My Sister.’’ 

Sheriff Jackson also serves as a role model 
to the youth in his community. As a Prince 
George’s County native, he shares his story of 
overcoming the hardships of his youth with 
young people. Through the Michael A. Jack-
son Charitable Foundation, he helps to pro-
vide opportunities for young people in the 
community by providing such services as di-
versity camp, and a Sheriff’s Explorer’s pro-
gram for teens. 

The Congressional Victim’s Rights Caucus 
Allied Profession Award recognizes the efforts 
of individuals, such as sheriff Jackson, who di-
rectly benefit crime victims, but are not direct 

service providers. Sheriff Jackson qualifies 
based on his creativity in expanding the serv-
ices of existing organizations, as well as im-
plementing new ones for the purpose of help-
ing victims of domestic violence through every 
aspect of their recovery. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ASSASSINA-
TION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, 
today, as we commemorate with great sad-
ness the 40th anniversary of his assassina-
tion, Americans remember how Dr. King in-
spired us to turn our back on centuries of ha-
tred and oppression, how he called on the bet-
ter angels of our nature and led us to a more 
just America. 

Dr. King made us all believe we could 
change the world; and, we did. But for all that 
has been achieved since Dr. King was taken 
from us, much remains to be done. 

In the past 40 years, we have seen the fall 
of Jim Crow, but we have also seen the rise 
of economic inequality that divides the haves 
farther and farther from the have nots, with a 
shrinking and increasingly ignored middle 
class in between. 

We have seen the birth and growth of the 
black middle class, but in America’s cities a 
black man born today is more likely to move 
to a prison cell than a college dorm. 

We have seen the death of de jure segrega-
tion, but in communities across America the 
impact of residential division continues to give 
us two school systems: separate and unequal. 

In the 40 years since Dr. King’s death, our 
world has changed dramatically, but his vision 
of equality has lost none of its power. You 
could say that we need Dr. King today more 
than ever. 

As a congressman, I sometimes ask myself 
what Martin would do, and the answer never 
fails to provide some guidance. 

Dr. King fought for equality, and I believe he 
would be fighting today to ensure that every 
American student has the opportunity to live 
their dreams. 

Dr. King believed in the rights of working 
people, and I believe he would be struggling 
to give every American worker the right to join 
a union. 

And Dr. King was the victim of a vicious 
smear campaign launched by his own govern-
ment. I believe he would be working to 
strengthen our civil liberties so that future gov-
ernment officials cannot harass future Dr. 
Kings. 

As we mark his death and celebrate his life, 
let us recommit ourselves to doing Dr. King’s 
work in our own time. Dr. King brought us to 
the mountain top, but it is up to us to reach 
the Promised Land. 
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ON HOUSE APPROVAL OF H.R. 3773 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
express my support for the House amendment 
to the Senate-approved version of H.R. 3773. 
the FISA Amendments Act of 2008, but also to 
voice an area of concern I have with the legis-
lation. I want to thank Chairmen REYES and 
CONYERS and for the immense time and effort 
they both have put into this legislation, and 
also thank Speaker PELOSI for her efforts to 
negotiate with the Senate to work out the dif-
ferences between the two bills. 

As Congress works to reauthorize and im-
prove our foreign intelligence surveillance, it is 
imperative to remember that the United States 
has enemies abroad who wish to do us harm. 
In these delicate negotiations, we must be 
sure to protect the civil liberties of the Amer-
ican people and keep our Constitution in tact, 
while at the same time giving our intelligence 
community all the critical tools necessary to 
keep us safe. I believe that with an updated 
bill approved by the House, we can work out 
our honest differences and come up with a 
good bill that keeps the American people safe 
and protects our civil rights. 

While the House passed bill is a step in the 
right direction, I believe certain additional pro-
visions should be included in final compromise 
legislation. It is critical that any FISA legisla-
tion works to encourage compliance with our 
private sector partners in the ultimate goal of 
keeping America and her people secure. As 
such, targeted immunity for telecom carriers 
that allegedly participated in anti-terrorism sur-
veillance programs may become of vital impor-
tance. 

I am confident that as Congress moves for-
ward in negotiating sensible and effective 
FISA legislation, we will continue to work to-
ward the right balance that protects the Con-
stitutional rights of all Americans, while also 
authorizing the measures necessary to keep 
the United States safe. 

f 

HONORING PAUL CRAWFORD 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Paul Crawford, who has been 
named Historian of the Year by the Bedford 
County Historical Society. Paul, who is the 
founder of the Cumberland Valley Township 
Historical Society in Bedford County, will he 
honored with this distinguished award at the 
Bedford County Historical Society’s annual 
history banquet in April. 

As founder of the Cumberland Valley Town-
ship Historical Society, Paul has dedicated 
much of his life to researching and preserving 
the history of his community. He serves as a 
true leader in the community and the Society, 
directing many of the projects and events of 
the organization. Paul is a constant presence 
in the Cumberland Valley region, active in var-
ious community events and projects that sup-
port and promote the region. 

Paul’s role as a historian cannot be denied. 
He is consistently found pouring over historical 
documents and photographs, researching, 
documenting, and cataloging the history of the 
Cumberland Valley Township so that others 
can learn and remember the stories of those 
that came before them. Paul is a great leader 
in the community, and Bedford County is lucky 
to have such a dedicated individual working 
for the benefit of the entire community. 

Paul Crawford’s dedication to the preserva-
tion of his community’s history is admirable, 
and we can hope that others will follow in his 
footsteps and view our history with the same 
pride and honor as he has so clearly done. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RITA AND JACK 
SINDER 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to two dear friends, Rita and Jack 
Sinder, who are being honored by Valley Beth 
Shalom’s 60th Birthday of the State of Israel 
Dinner Celebration. They are being recognized 
for their lifetime of commitment to Israel, the 
Jewish people, and Valley Beth Shalom 
(VBS). 

In 1967, Rita and Jack made their first trip 
to Israel just prior to the Six-Day War. The 
outbreak of hostilities forced their early depar-
ture on the eve of the war. The impact of their 
experience motivated them to mobilize the 
American Jewish community on Israel’s be-
half. 

Their dedication to Israel, however, began 
long before the State of Israel was created. 

Born in Vienna, Rita was immersed in Juda-
ism as a young child. During WWII, when Hit-
ler invaded Austria, Rita’s father was shipped 
to Poland. He fortunately escaped and her 
mother managed to get herself and her 
daughters out of Austria. Rita was sent to Lon-
don on Kindertransport and was not reunited 
with her family until the war ended. The deter-
mination, positive attitude, tremendous resil-
ience, and adaptability that helped her survive 
still guide her life today. Rita’s family was mi-
raculously reunited in America, settling in Los 
Angeles where Rita attended Belmont High 
School and graduated from USC with a de-
gree in Business Administration. 

Jack, raised in the Orthodox tradition by his 
father, a prominent Rabbi in Michigan, earned 
a degree in Mechanical Engineering from 
Michigan State. He worked for a machine tool 
company that supplied parts to the big three 
automakers. He was asked by an associate to 
help send machine tools to the Jewish fighters 
in Israel, and together with his friends, he 
shipped tools which ultimately helped in the 
creation of the Israeli aircraft industry and the 
Israeli Air Force. 

Rita and Jack have been an integral force in 
the Jewish Community, living up to the motto, 
‘‘Give of yourself first and only then ask others 
to join you.’’ They have generously contributed 
their time and resources to VBS, the Jewish 
Federation, Israel Bonds, AIPAC and many 
other worthy organizations. They endowed the 
Midrasha Program at the VBS, where Jack 
formerly was a member of the Board of Direc-
tors and currently serves on the Board of 

Trustees and the Steering Committee. Rita 
has chaired many special events at VBS. She 
is past president of the San Fernando Valley 
Women’s Division of Israel Bonds and the 
Golda Meir Club, an active member of AIPAC 
serving on its National Executive Board, and is 
past president and member of the Executive 
Board of the Women’s Alliance of Israel. Rita 
and Jack are founding members of the Amer-
ican Jewish University’s Wagner Program, uni-
versity patrons and also patrons of the 
Wiesenthal Center. 

Rita and Jack work together in their busi-
ness, Jasin Co., he as a real estate developer 
and she as a real estate broker and property 
manager. They are the proud parents of Sherri 
and Alan and adore their three grandchildren. 
Rita and Jack’s greatest joys are being with 
family and friends, boating and traveling. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in saluting 
Rita and Jack Sinder who have devoted their 
lives to working for the survival of the Jewish 
people and the State of Israel. 

f 

NATIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH WEEK 

HON. LEONARD L. BOSWELL 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. BOSWELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of National Public Health 
Week (NPHW), April 7–13, a week to focus on 
issues facing the public health and find ways 
to improve the health of all. This year NPHW 
focuses on how climate change is affecting 
the health of Americans and people around 
the world. 

The impact of global climate change on our 
planet and the role we have played in speed-
ing its progress is becoming increasingly self- 
evident. The work of groups like the American 
Public Health Association and committed indi-
viduals, such as former Vice President Al 
Gore, have created a heightened awareness 
of what is one of the most important issues of 
the coming century. This heightened state of 
public awareness has led to calls across the 
country for a new emphasis on reducing the 
amount of greenhouse gases that are expelled 
into the atmosphere by finding new, cleaner 
sources of energy, reducing our consumption 
of natural resources, and using energy-effi-
cient products. 

In my home State of Iowa we are working 
hard to find new and innovative ways to re-
duce the amount of greenhouse gases pro-
duced. It gives me great pride to say that a re-
cent study by the American Wind Energy As-
sociation found that Iowa ranked first in the 
Nation in the percentage of wind-generated 
electricity created in the State, and fourth in 
total wind electricity generation. 

The Iowa Climate Change Advisory Council, 
ICCAC, created less than a year ago in April 
2007, is charged with finding ways for Iowa to 
combat climate change by becoming more en-
ergy efficient and independent. The ICCAC is 
right now creating plans for the reduction of 
greenhouse gases statewide with target goals 
of 50 percent to 90 percent by 2050. 

In February of this year Governor Chet Cul-
ver signed Executive Order Six, establishing a 
new ‘‘green government’’ initiative. This initia-
tive calls for improving energy efficiency in 
three areas, greening new and existing State 
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buildings and facilities, promoting resource ef-
ficiency by using recycled and sustainable 
products, and recycling used material, and in-
creasing the use of biofuels in State auto-
mobiles and improving their fuel efficiency. 

Across Iowa, communities large and small 
are following the example set by the State 
government, and in many places blazing their 
own path. These efforts must be replicated 
across the country and around the world if we 
are to curb the emission of greenhouse gases 
and protect our planet for future generations. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF FIRST BAP-
TIST CHURCH OF JACKSON’S 
170TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. CHARLES W. ‘‘CHIP’’ PICKERING 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. PICKERING. Madam Speaker, on May 
4, 2008, First Baptist Church of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi will celebrate its 170th anniversary. 
First Baptist Church of Jackson has a rich his-
tory and has grown immensely in size over the 
years, not only in members but in its outreach 
to the community through different ministries. 

When the church was founded in 1838, 
Jackson was a 16 year old village with less 
than 600 people and was struggling to be-
come the permanent seat of state govern-
ment. Although the early years of the church 
proved difficult with an economic depression, 
a yellow fever epidemic, and the Civil War, the 
church still grew strong in its relationship to 
God and continued to reach out to others in 
the name of Jesus Christ. 

God has blessed First Baptist Church of 
Jackson because on May 4, the church stands 
170 years old and occupies a 750,000 square 
foot facility in downtown Jackson. It also in-
cludes a sanctuary that seats 3,000; a chapel; 
two fellowship halls; a Christian Life Center 
with two regulation basketball courts; rock 
climbing wall; racquetball court; walking track; 
fitness facilities; and a fully staffed counseling 
center. Currently, they have a weekly tele-
vision broadcast of their Sunday service that 
covers much of Mississippi as well as a na-
tional broadcast on Direct TV. In 2006, First 
Baptist Church of Jackson established a Madi-
son Campus that has 200 active members 
today. 

First Baptist Church has centered its min-
istries on connecting people to God through 
faith in Jesus Christ so that their lives can be 
transformed into passionate followers of 
Christ. Today, ministries of the church include 
an inner-city ministry that has a medical clinic, 
dental clinic, and legal clinic as well as after 
school programs for children. Other ministries 
include help for women recently released from 
prison and a ministry for international citizens 
from over 26 countries that teaches them 
English and assists them in adjusting to life in 
America. Last year, First Baptist sent hun-
dreds of members across America and 
throughout the world to build homes and 
churches, provide medical and dental care, 
and spread the love of God. 

Madam Speaker, I hope the Congress joins 
me in celebrating with First Baptist Church of 
Jackson. For 170 years, the church has 
served out its battle cry, ‘‘Connecting People, 
Transforming Lives into Passionate Followers 

of Jesus Christ.’’ This momentous occasion is 
a true testament of the service, commitment, 
love, and foundation this church is built upon. 
May the Lord continue to bless First Baptist in 
the years to come. 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PORT 
JEFFERSON ELKS LODGE 

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the 50th anniversary 
of an established and important landmark in 
New York’s first congressional district—the 
Port Jefferson Elks Lodge. 

The Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks is one of the oldest, largest and most re-
spected private organizations in the United 
States. From its humble beginnings in 1868. 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
has grown to nearly 1.3 million men and 
women with 2,300 local lodges throughout the 
country. 

Through these local branches, the Elks or-
ganization has contributed more than 5.6 mil-
lion volunteer hours and $142 million in philan-
thropic service last year alone. Many of my 
constituents are proud hosts of the Port Jeffer-
son Elks Lodge, and many more of my con-
stituents are beneficiaries of the Lodge’s in-
valuable service and contributions to the com-
munity. 

Since 1958, the Port Jefferson Elks Lodge 
has been recognized as a benevolent order 
dedicated to serving the community, including 
their notable service to our nation’s youth and 
returning veterans. The members of the Port 
Jefferson Lodge support numerous charitable 
and patriotic activities in my district—from 
awarding youth scholarships and aid to dis-
advantaged families to local food pantry and 
veterans’ program donations. 

Through its ‘‘Helping Hand’’ dinner, the Port 
Jefferson Elks Lodge recently raised $37,000 
for a local Marine Corps veteran, Richard Kra-
mer, who died from cancer due to Agent Or-
ange exposure in Vietnam. The lodge donated 
funds and hosted events at its facility in order 
to gather community support for the Kramer 
family. This is a shining example of the Port 
Jefferson Elk’s mission of goodwill and just 
one among many good deeds performed by 
the Elks on behalf of the veterans and citizens 
in our community who are most in need. 

I am proud to represent the Port Jefferson 
Elks Lodge. It is an ally and champion of our 
continuing efforts to ensure that our veterans 
receive their deserved benefits and the best 
quality of life—a small price to pay in return 
for their bravery, sacrifice, and honorable serv-
ice to our country. The Elk’s mission is best 
reflected by their pledge: ‘‘So long as there 
are veterans, the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks will never forget them.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to represent 
the Port Jefferson Elks Lodge and to recog-
nize its 50th anniversary. On behalf of New 
York’s first congressional district, I thank the 
Lodge and its members for their steadfast 
dedication to eastern Long Island and for em-
bodying their cherished principles of ‘‘charity, 
justice, brotherly love and fidelity’’. 

HONORING MRS. PINKIE PARKER 
HARDY 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the extraordinary life of Mrs. Pinkie 
Parker Hardy. We lost our beloved Mrs. 
Parker Hardy on April 3, 2008. She led a full 
and vibrant life during her 91 years on this 
earth, raising a loving family and mentoring 
many in her church and community. 

On May 19, 1916, Pinkie Parker was born 
in Washington, Louisiana to Alice White and 
John Parker. During Pinkie’s life, she wit-
nessed many of the Nation’s most turbulent 
and controversial moments. Growing up in the 
south in the first quarter of the last century, 
Pinkie was self-educated and she devoted her 
energies to her community, her family, and her 
faith. She was a life-long resident of Eunice, 
Louisiana. 

In 1936, at the age of 20, Pinkie Parker 
married Herman Joseph Hardy. From this lov-
ing union, five sons and two daughters were 
born. In 1949, Mrs. Hardy, a devout and ex-
tremely active member of this congregation 
until she became ill just last year. 

Mrs. Hardy contributed immeasurably to the 
growth and service of St. Mathilda Parish dur-
ing her life. Bishop Flynn appointed her as the 
first Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist at 
St. Mathilda. She also served as Lector and 
Parish Council President for several years. For 
50 years, Mrs. Hardy was an active member 
of the Knights of Peter Claver (KPC) Council 
No. 92. Mrs. Hardy spent 26 of those years 
serving as the Grand Lady of KPC. 

In 1987, Mrs. Hardy was the recipient of the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Award from the Dio-
cese of Lafayette. In 2002, she received the 
Bishop’s Medal for devoted service to her 
church and society. 

It is clear that Mrs. Hardy was an indispen-
sable component of her community. She came 
of age and lived her adult life during the most 
tumultuous and influential political period in 
American history. Mrs. Hardy’s life exemplifies 
that of many African-Americans during this 
century, their struggle for human rights and 
civic freedom, and their strength and persever-
ance. 

These important men and women are sel-
dom recognized for their greatness. Mrs. Har-
dy’s life is one to be remembered and admired 
as an example of the true work and inner for-
titude that keeps this country together. These 
individuals dedicated their lives in the service 
of their God and community in the face of in-
credible odds. Each and every one of them 
had a unique story, a special impact, and a 
loving family. Mrs. Pinkie Parker Hardy was a 
member of mine. 

On a very personal level, Mrs. Hardy was 
‘‘family’’ to me. She shared her deep religious 
faith, her wonderful Creole cooking (especially 
her gumbo) and her insights as a strong, yet 
gentle African-American woman with me on 
several occasions. To know ‘‘Mrs. Pinkie’’ was 
to love her. 

Mrs. Pinkie Parker Hardy will be sorely 
missed by all those who loved her and were 
honored to have her kindness and spirit touch 
their lives. Her memory and legacy will live on 
through her seven children, a daughter-in-law, 
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34 grandchildren, 22 great-grandchildren, and 
one great-great grandchild as well as innumer-
able relatives and friends. 

Today, California’s 9th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes and honors Mrs. Pinkie Parker 
Hardy. We extend our deepest condolences to 
her family and children. Thank you for sharing 
her great spirit with so many people over the 
last century. May her soul rest in peace. 

f 

THE CURRENT HUMAN RIGHTS 
SITUATION IN CHINA 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I would like to 
call to the attention of the House the following 
publication in the Washington Post of a letter 
penned by human rights activist Hu Jia, who 
was recently charged with subverting state au-
thority and sentenced by a Beijing court to 31⁄2 
years in prison for his human rights advocacy 
activities. 

As we approach the 2008 Olympics in Bei-
jing, and China continues to grow as an eco-
nomic and political powerhouse, we must re-
mind ourselves of China’s abusive and op-
pressive treatment of innocent civilians, and 
fight against the tyranny of the communist re-
gime in Beijing. 

[From the Washington Post, April 5, 2008] 

THE REAL CHINA AND THE OLYMPICS 

(By Hu Jia and Teng Biao) 

This week, a Beijing court sentenced 
human rights activist Hu Jia to 31⁄2 years in 
prison for subverting authority and to one 
additional year’s loss of his ‘‘political 
rights.’’ He was arrested in part for co-au-
thoring, with Teng Biao, an open letter on 
human rights. Below, The Post prints Human 
Rights Watch’s translation of the Sept. 10, 
2007, letter. 

On July 13. 2001, when Beijing won the 
right to host the 2008 Olympic Games, the 
Chinese government promised the world it 
would improve China’s human rights record. 
In June 2004, Beijing announced its Olympic 
Games slogan, ‘‘One World, One Dream.’’ 
From their inception in 1896, the modern 
Olympic Games have always had as their 
mission the promotion of human dignity and 
world peace. China and the world expected to 
see the Olympic Games bring political 
progress to the country. Is Beijing keeping 
its promises? Is China improving its human 
rights record? 

When you come to the Olympic Games in 
Beijing, you will see skyscrapers, spacious 
streets, modern stadiums and enthusiastic 
people. You will see the truth, but not the 
whole truth, just as you see only the tip of 
an iceberg. You may not know that the flow-
ers, smiles, harmony and prosperity are built 
on a base of grievances, tears, imprisonment, 
torture and blood. 

We are going to tell you the truth about 
China. We believe that for anyone who wish-
es to avoid a disgraceful Olympics, knowing 
the truth is the first step. Fang Zheng, an 
excellent athlete who holds two national 
records for the discus throw at China’s Spe-
cial Sport Games, has been deprived of the 
opportunity to participate in the 2008 
Paralympics because he has become a living 
testimony to the June 4, 1989[,] massacre. 
That morning, in Tiananmen Square, his 
legs were crushed by a tank while he was res-
cuing a fellow student. In April 2007, the 

Ministry of Public Security issued an inter-
nal document secretly strengthening a polit-
ical investigation which resulted in forbid-
ding Olympics participation by 43 types of 
people from 11 different categories, including 
dissidents, human rights defenders, media 
workers, and religious participants. The Chi-
nese police never made the document known 
to either the Chinese public or the inter-
national community. 

Huge investment in Olympic projects and a 
total lack of transparency have facilitated 
serious corruption and widespread bribery. 
Taxpayers are not allowed to supervise the 
use of investment amounting to more than 
$40 billion. Liu Zhihua, formerly in charge of 
Olympic construction and former deputy 
mayor of Beijing, was arrested for massive 
embezzlement. 

To clear space for Olympic-related con-
struction, thousands of civilian houses have 
been destroyed without their former owners 
being properly compensated. Brothers Ye 
Guozhu and Ye Guogiang were imprisoned 
for a legal appeal after their house was forc-
ibly demolished. Ye Guozhu has been repeat-
edly handcuffed and shackled, tied to a bed 
and beaten with electric batons. During the 
countdown to the Olympic Games he will 
continue to suffer from torture in Chaobei 
Prison in Tianjin. 

It has been reported that over 1.25 million 
people have been forced to move because of 
Olympic construction; it was estimated that 
the figure would reach 1.5 million by the end 
of 2007. No formal resettlement scheme is in 
place for the over 400,000 migrants who have 
had their dwelling places demolished. Twen-
ty percent of the demolished households are 
expected to experience poverty or extreme 
poverty. In Qingdao, the Olympic sailing 
city, hundreds of households have been de-
molished and many human rights activists 
as well as ‘‘civilians’’ have been imprisoned. 
Similar stories come from other Olympic cit-
ies such as Shenyang, Shanghai and 
Qinhuangdao. 

In order to establish the image of civilized 
cities, the government has intensified the 
ban against—and detention and forced repa-
triation of—petitioners, beggars and the 
homeless. Some of them have been kept in 
extended detention in so-called shelters or 
have even been sent directly to labor camps. 
Street vendors have suffered brutal confisca-
tion of their goods by municipal agents. 

On July 20, 2005, Lin Hongying, a 56-year- 
old woman farmer and vegetable dealer, was 
beaten to death by city patrols in Jiangsu. 
On November 19, 2005, city patrols in Wuxi 
beat 54-year-old bicycle repairman Wu 
Shouging to death. In January 2007, peti-
tioner Duan Huimin was killed by Shanghai 
police. On July 1, 2007, Chen Xiaoming, a 
Shanghai petitioner and human rights activ-
ist, died of an untreated illness during a 
lengthy detention period. On August 5, 2007, 
right before the one-year Olympics count-
down, 200 petitioners were arrested in Bei-
jing. 

China has consistently persecuted human 
rights activists, political dissidents and free-
lance writers and journalists. The blind ac-
tivist Chen Guangcheng, recipient of the 2007 
Ramon Magsaysay Award and named in 2006 
by Time Magazine as one of the most influ-
ential 100 people shaping our world, is still 
serving his sentence of four years and three 
months for exposing the truth of forced abor-
tion and sterilization. The government re-
fused to give him the Braille books and the 
radio that his relatives and friends brought 
to Linyi prison in Shandong. Chen has been 
beaten while serving his sentence. On August 
24, 2007, Chen’s wife, Yuan Weijing, was kid-
napped by police at the Beijing airport while 
waiting to fly to the Philippines to receive 
the Ramon Magsaysay Award on behalf of 

her husband. On August 13, 2007, activist 
Yang Chunlin was arrested in Heilongjiang 
and charged with subversion of state power 
‘‘for initiating the petition ‘Human Rights 
before Olympics.’ ’’ 

China still practices literary inquisition 
and holds the world record for detaining 
journalists and writers, as many as several 
hundred since 1989, according to incomplete 
statistics. As of this writing, 35 Chinese jour-
nalists and 51 writers are still in prison. Over 
90 percent were arrested or tried after Bei-
jing’s successful bid for the Olympics in July 
2001. For example, Shi Tao, a journalist and 
a poet, was sentenced to ten years in prison 
because of an e-mail sent to an overseas 
website. Dr. Xu Zerong, a scholar from Ox-
ford University who researched the Korean 
War, was sentenced to 13 years’ imprison-
ment for ‘‘illegally providing information 
abroad.’’ Qingshuijun If [Huang Jinqiu], a 
freelance writer, was sentenced to a 12-year 
term for his online publications. Some writ-
ers and dissidents are prohibited from going 
abroad; others from returning to China. 

Every year in mainland China, countless 
websites are closed, blogs deleted, sensitive 
words filtered. Many websites hosted abroad 
are blocked. Overseas radio and television 
programs are interfered with or strictly pro-
hibited. Although the Chinese government 
has promised media freedom for foreign jour-
nalists for 22 months, before, during, and 
after the Beijing Olympics, and ending on 
October 17, 2008, an FCCC [Foreign Cor-
respondents Club in China] survey showed 
that 40 percent of foreign correspondents 
have experienced harassment, detention or 
an official warning during news gathering in 
Beijing and other areas. Some reporters have 
complained about repeated violent police in-
terference at the time they were speaking 
with interviewees. Most seriously, Chinese 
interviewees usually become vulnerable as a 
result. In June 2006, Fu Xiancai was beaten 
and paralyzed after being interviewed by 
German media. In March 2007, Zheng Dajing 
was beaten and arrested after being inter-
viewed by a British TV station. 

Religious freedom is still under repression. 
In 2005, a Beijing pastor, Cai Zhuohua, was 
sentenced to three years for printing Bibles. 
Zhou Heng, a house church pastor in 
Xinjiang, was charged with running an ‘‘ille-
gal operation’’ for receiving dozens of boxes 
of Bibles. From April to June 2007, China ex-
pelled over 100 suspected U.S., South Korean, 
Canadian, Australian, and other mission-
aries. Among them were humanitarian work-
ers and language educators who had been 
teaching English in China for 15 years. Dur-
ing this so-called Typhoon 5 campaign, au-
thorities took aim at missionary activities 
so as to prevent their recurrence during the 
Olympics. 

On September 30, 2006, Chinese soldiers 
opened fire on 71 Tibetans who were escaping 
to Nepal. A 17-year-old nun died and a 20- 
year-old man was severely injured. Despite 
numerous international witnesses, the Chi-
nese police insisted that the shooting was in 
self-defense. One year later, China tightened 
its control over Tibetan Buddhism. A Sep-
tember 1, 2007, regulation requires all re-
incarnated lamas to be approved by Chinese 
authorities, a requirement that flagrantly 
interferes with the tradition of reincarnation 
of living Buddhas as practiced in Tibet for 
thousands of years. In addition, Chinese au-
thorities still ban the Dalai Lama, the spir-
itual leader of Tibet and a world-renowned 
pacifist, from returning to Tibet. 

Since 1999, the government has banned 
many religious beliefs such as Falungong 
and the Three Servants. Their followers have 
experienced extremely cruel and planned 
persecutions. Many died from abuse, suffered 
torture, brainwashing, imprisonment and 
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labor camp internment for persisting in their 
faith, possessing religious books, making 
DVDs and writing articles to expose the 
truth of the persecution. 

China has the highest death penalty rate 
in the world. Execution statistics are treated 
as ‘‘state secrets.’’ However, experts esti-
mate that 8,000–10,000 people are sentenced to 
death in China every year, among them not 
only criminals and economic convicts, but 
totally innocent citizens, such as Nie 
Shubin, Teng Xingshan, Cao Haixin and 
Hugejiletu, whose innocence was proven only 
after they were already dead. 

Another eight innocent farmers, Chen 
Guoqing, He Guoqiang, Yang Shiliang, Zhu 
Yanqiang, Huang Zhixiang, Fang Chunping, 
Cheng Fagen and Cheng Lihe, who confessed 
their ‘‘crimes’’ after being cruelly tortured 
by the police, have been sentenced to death 
and are currently held in prisons in Hebei 
[province] and in Jingdezhen [in Jiangxi 
province]. 

Torture is very common in China’s deten-
tion centers, labor camps and prisons. Tor-
ture methods include electric shock, burn-
ing, use of electric needles, beating and 
hanging, sleep deprivation, forced chemical 
injection causing nerve damage, and piercing 
the fingers with needles. Every year, there 
are reported cases of Chinese citizens being 
disabled or killed by police torture. 

Labor camps are still retained as a conven-
ient Chinese system which allows the police 
to lock up citizens without trial for up to 
four years. The detention system is another 
practice that the police favor, freeing them 
to detain citizens for six months to two 
years. Dissidents and human rights activists 
are particularly vulnerable targets and are 
often sent to labor camps, detention centers 
or even mental hospitals by authorities who 
want to simplify legal procedures and mis-
lead the media. 

China has the world’s largest secret police 
system, the Ministry of National Security 
(guo an) and the Internal Security Bureau 
(guo bao) of the Ministry of Public Security, 
which exercise power beyond the law. They 
can easily tap telephones, follow citizens, 
place them under house arrest, detain them 
and impose torture. On June 3, 2004, the Chi-
nese secret police planted drugs on 
Chongqing dissident Xu Wanping and later 
sentenced him to 12 years’ imprisonment for 
‘‘subversion of state power.’’ 

Chinese citizens have no right to elect 
state leaders, local government officials or 
representatives. In fact, there has never been 
free exercise of election rights in township- 
level elections. Wuhan resident Sun Bu’er, a 
member of the banned political party the 
Pan-Blue Alliance, was brutally beaten in 
September 2006 for participating as an inde-
pendent candidate during an election of 
county-level people’s congress representa-
tives. Mr. Sun disappeared on March 23, 2007. 

China continues to cruelly discriminate 
against its rural population. According to 
the Chinese election law, a farmer’s right to 
vote is worth one quarter of that of an urban 
resident. In June 2007, the Shanxi kiln scan-
dal was exposed by the media. Thousands of 
8- [to-] 13[-]year-old trafficked children had 
been forced to labor in illegal kilns, almost 
all with local government connections. Many 
of the children were beaten, tortured and 
even buried alive. 

The Chinese judiciary still illegally forbids 
any HIV/AIDS lawsuits against government 
officials responsible for the tragedy. AIDS 
sufferers and activists have been constantly 
harassed by the secret police. 

The Chinese government has been selling 
arms and weapons to Darfur and other Afri-
can regions to support ethnic cleansing and 
crimes against humanity. The Chinese au-
thorities have forcibly repatriated North Ko-

rean refugees, knowing that they would be 
sent to labor camps or executed once back 
home. This significantly contravenes China’s 
accession to the ‘‘Convention Relating to the 
Status of Refugees’’ and the ‘‘Protocol Re-
lating to the Status of Refugees.’’ 

Please be aware that the Olympic Games 
will be held in a country where there are no 
elections, no freedom of religion, no inde-
pendent courts, no independent trade unions; 
where demonstrations and strikes are pro-
hibited; where torture and discrimination 
are supported by a sophisticated system of 
secret police; where the government encour-
ages the violation of human rights and dig-
nity, and is not willing to undertake any of 
its international obligations. 

Please consider whether the Olympic 
Games should coexist with religious 
persecution[,] labor camps, modern slavery, 
identity discrimination, secret police and 
crimes against humanity. As the Beijing 
Olympics slogan says, we live in ‘‘one world’’ 
with ‘‘one dream.’’ We hope that one day the 
Chinese people will be able to share uni-
versal human rights, democracy and peace 
with people from all around the world. How-
ever, we can see that the Chinese govern-
ment obviously is not yet prepared to honor 
its promise. As a matter of fact, the prepara-
tions for the Olympics have provided the per-
fect excuse for the Chinese government to re-
strict civil liberties and suppress human 
rights! 

We do not want China to be contained or 
isolated from the rest of the world. We be-
lieve that only by adhering to the principles 
of human rights and through open dialogue 
can the world community pressure the Chi-
nese government to change. Ignoring these 
realities and tolerating barbaric atrocities in 
[the] name of the Beijing Olympics will dis-
grace the Olympic Charter and shake the 
foundations of humanity. Human rights im-
provement requires time, but we should at 
least stop China’s human rights situation 
from deteriorating. Having the Olympics 
hosted in a country where human dignity is 
trampled on will not honor its people or the 
Olympic Games. We sincerely hope that the 
Olympic Games will bring the values of 
peace, equality, freedom and justice to 1.3 
billion Chinese citizens. We pray that the 
Olympics will be held in a free China. 

We must push for the 2008 Olympics to live 
up to the Olympic Charter[,] and we must ad-
vocate for the realization of ‘‘one world’’ 
with ‘‘one human rights dream.’’ We believe 
that only an Olympic Games true to the 
Olympic Charter can promote China’s demo-
cratic progress, world peace and develop-
ment. 

We firmly hold to the belief that there can 
be no true Olympic Games without human 
rights and dignity. For China and for the 
Olympics, human rights must be upheld! 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING MI-
CHAEL HAMILTON FOR WINNING 
THE BOYS’ DIVISION II STATE 
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Michael Hamilton showed hard 

work and dedication to the sport of basketball; 
and 

Whereas, Michael Hamilton was a sup-
portive team player; and 

Whereas, Michael Hamilton always dis-
played sportsmanship on and off of the court; 
now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Michael Hamilton on 
winning the Boys’ Division II State Basketball 
Championship. We recognize the tremendous 
hard work and sportsmanship he has dem-
onstrated during the 2007–2008 basketball 
season. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF 
SERGEANT THOMAS C. RAY, III 

HON. HEATH SHULER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of H. Res. 1020, which rec-
ognizes the service and sacrifices that the 
members of our Armed Forces and their fami-
lies have made during this time of war. I rise 
with a heavy heart, because the citizens of 
western North Carolina were recently re-
minded of this sacrifice by the death of my 
constituent, National Guardsman Sergeant 
Thomas C. Ray, III from Weaverville, North 
Carolina. 

Sgt. Ray joined the Navy in 1985 as a med-
ical specialist and served 3 years of active 
duty. In 2006, Sgt. Ray joined the Army Na-
tional Guard and shortly thereafter became a 
military police officer. Sgt. Ray was assigned 
to the I05th Military Police Battalion in Ashe-
ville, but volunteered to serve with 1132nd 
Military Police Company when it mobilized in 
June to go to Iraq. In January of this year, 
Sgt. Ray was awarded the Army Commenda-
tion Medal for his service as a gunner. Sgt. 
Ray was killed in Baghdad, Iraq on March 22, 
2008 when a roadside bomb blew up near his 
vehicle. 

Madam Speaker, Sgt. Ray exemplified the 
bravery and dedication of the men and women 
of the Armed Forces, and his life of service 
stands as a tribute to the members of the 
North Carolina National Guard who have an-
swered the call since before the founding of 
our Nation. In the words of President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, Sgt. Ray ‘‘stands in the unbro-
ken line of patriots who have dared to die that 
freedom might live, and grow, and increase its 
blessings. Freedom lives, and through it, he 
lives—in a way that humbles the undertakings 
of most men.’’ 

I offer a prayer of comfort for the family of 
Sgt. Ray, including his wife, Linda, his daugh-
ter, Sydney, and his mother, Ozelle. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues 
today to vote for this important resolution that 
will give due honor and respect to the service 
that members of the Armed Services have 
dedicated to this country. I also ask my col-
leagues to join me in expressing sympathy for 
all our fallen soldiers and pray for the swift 
and safe return of those who continue to serve 
our Nation in harms way. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KARL SCHROEDER 
OF OSSIAN, IOWA 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Karl Schroeder of Ossian, Iowa 
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as a recipient of the Governor’s Meritorious 
Service Award for saving another’s life by risk-
ing his own. 

The Meritorious Service Award is presented 
to those individuals who have rendered expe-
ditious service in a time of emergency. The 
Governor and Public Safety Commissioner 
paid tribute to Karl and 24 other Iowans during 
the 2007 Governor’s Lifesaving Awards cere-
mony. 

On January 12, 2007, Karl happened upon 
an accident on Division Street in Decorah, 
Iowa, and saw that a vehicle was engulfed in 
flames. He called 911 and then immediately 
went to the vehicle. He attempted to free pas-
senger, Olive Sims, from the car by cutting the 
safety belt with a knife. He was unable to re-
move her because her leg was broken and 
she was wedged in the car. Karl stayed with 
Olive until the officers arrived on the scene 
and pulled her to safety. 

Karl’s bravery goes above and beyond what 
we are asked of as citizens of this country. His 
courage illustrates the compassion of Iowans, 
willing to risk their own lives for a neighbor in 
need. For this I offer him my utmost respect, 
congratulations and thanks. 

I commend Karl Schroeder for his bravery. 
I am honored to represent him in the United 
States Congress and I wish him the best in his 
future endeavors. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING AN-
THONY HITCHENS FOR WINNING 
THE BOYS’ DIVISION II STATE 
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Anthony Hitchens showed hard 

work and dedication to the sport of basketball; 
and 

Whereas, Anthony Hitchens was a sup-
portive team player; and 

Whereas, Anthony Hitchens always dis-
played sportsmanship on and off of the court; 
now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Anthony Hitchens on 
winning the Boys’ Division II State Basketball 
Championship. We recognize the tremendous 
hard work and sportsmanship he has dem-
onstrated during the 2007–2008 basketball 
season. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF ‘‘THE FEDERAL 
EMPLOYEES PAID PARENTAL 
LEAVE ACT OF 2008’’ 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, today on behalf of myself, Chairman 
DANNY DAVIS, Chairman GEORGE MILLER, Mr. 
HOYER, Ranking Member TOM DAVIS and 17 
other members, I introduce a new version of 
the Federal Employees Paid Parental Leave 
Act of 2008. 

This new version of the bill will provide 8 
weeks of paid parental leave to all employees 
of the Federal Government. In the legislative 
branch, this includes employees of the Chief 
Administrative Officer, the Capitol Guide Serv-
ice, the Capitol Police, the Congressional 
Budget Office, the Office of the Architect of 
the Capitol, the Office of the Attending Physi-
cian, Office of Compliance, Office of Tech-
nology Assessment, Member and committee 
offices, and employees of the Government Ac-
countability Office and the Library of Con-
gress. 

As our Nation’s largest employer, the Fed-
eral Government should be a leader in family- 
friendly workplace policies. Current policy not 
only does not lead, but in fact lags behind 
what most private sector employers provide. In 
a time when the Federal Government is strug-
gling to recruit and retain the most qualified 
workforce, offering family-friendly workplace 
policies will not only make the Federal Gov-
ernment a more attractive employer, but will 
also set a standard for other industries to fol-
low. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO DR. WOLFGANG K. 
H. PANOFSKY 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of particle physicist, presi-
dential advisor and arms control advocate, Dr. 
Wolfgang K. H. Panofsky, who died on Sep-
tember 27, 2007 in his home in Los Altos, 
California. He is survived by his wife Adele; 
two daughters, Margaret and Carol; three 
sons, Edward, Richard and Steven; nine 
grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. 

‘‘Pief,’’ as he was more affectionately 
known, was born in 1919 in Berlin. At the age 
of 15, Dr. Panofsky immigrated with his family 
to the United States where he received de-
grees from Princeton and the California Insti-
tute of Technology. In 1951, he accepted a 
professorship at Stanford University and, from 
1961 to 1984, served as the founding director 
of the Stanford Linear Accelerator Center 
(SLAC). 

Under his leadership, SLAC became one of 
the most productive research facilities ever 
constructed. Its research in high-energy phys-
ics and subatomic particles would yield three 
Nobel Prizes and the discovery of new forms 
of matter. 

The wide-reaching moral and ethical reper-
cussions of his work, particularly his earlier 
contributions to the Manhattan Project, were 
not lost on Dr. Panofsky. He carried his zest 
for discovery into impassioned advocacy, 
working with our Nation’s highest offices and 
across borders and seas to prevent nuclear 
catastrophe. 

Dr. Panofsky served as an adviser on arms 
control in the Kennedy and Johnson Adminis-
trations, helping to secure the Atmospheric 
Test Ban Treaty in 1963 and the Anti-Ballistic 
Missile Treaty of 1972. In 1983, as the Cold 
War marked an increasingly divided world, Dr. 
Panofsky dismissed the Reagan Administra-
tion’s ‘‘Star Wars’’ weapons initiative, and ad-
vocated instead for collaboration between 
SLAC and Chinese and Russian scientists as 
a deterrent to nuclear war. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the entire House of 
Representatives to join me in honoring Dr. 
Wolfgang K. H. ‘‘Pief’’ Panofsky. Through his 
many contributions to particle physics and 
arms control policy, he has left a legacy of 
brilliance and social consciousness which will 
never be forgotten. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
CALEB KNIGHTS FOR WINNING 
THE BOYS’ DIVISION II STATE 
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Caleb Knights showed hard work 

and dedication to the sport of basketball; and 
Whereas, Caleb Knights was a supportive 

team player; and 
Whereas, Caleb Knights always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the court; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Caleb Knights on win-
ning the Boys’ Division II State Basketball 
Championship. We recognize the tremendous 
hard work and sportsmanship he has dem-
onstrated during the 2007–2008 basketball 
season. 

f 

HONORING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE 3RD U.S. INFAN-
TRY REGIMENT’S CONTINUOUS 
GUARDING OF THE TOMB OF 
THE UNKNOWNS 

HON. HEATH SHULER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the men and women of the 3rd U.S. 
Infantry Regiment, also known as the Old 
Guard. This past Sunday, April 6th, marked 
the 60th anniversary of the continuous guard 
detail provided by the Old Guard at the Tomb 
of the Unknowns at Arlington National Ceme-
tery. 

Guarding the Tomb of the Unknowns is a 
great military honor that requires the utmost 
perseverance and dedication by those chosen 
for the detail. The monument holds the re-
mains of select unknown soldiers from World 
War I and II, the Korean war, and the Vietnam 
war. The guardsmen’s vigilant watch over the 
memorial is a sign of honor and remembrance 
for all of the soldiers, sailors, marines, airmen, 
and coast guardsmen who have lost their lives 
in service to the United States and whose re-
mains could not be returned to their families. 
Each body interred in the memorial is awarded 
the Medal of Honor, the highest symbol of rec-
ognition of service for the United States mili-
tary. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in thanking the soldiers of the Old 
Guard for their vigilance and dedication for the 
past 60 years in providing a constant guard at 
the Tomb of the Unknowns. Their efforts en-
sure that we as a Nation will never forget the 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 05:34 Apr 09, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A08AP8.044 E08APPT1w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

68
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE542 April 8, 2008 
service and sacrifice of all of the men and 
women who have served our Nation in uni-
form, including those who never returned. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NEW HAMPTON, 
IOWA POLICE OFFICER CHARLES 
LEMBKE 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the service of New Hampton, 
Iowa Police Officer Charles Lembke on the oc-
casion of his retirement, and to express my 
appreciation for his dedication and commit-
ment to protecting the citizens of his commu-
nity. 

For the last 28 years, Officer Lembke has 
served New Hampton faithfully and honorably. 
Officer Lembke’s daily courage goes above 
and beyond what we are asked of as citizens 
of this country. His service in providing safety 
to his community earns him respect and 
honor, and for this, I offer him my utmost re-
spect, congratulations and thanks. 

I commend Officer Charles Lembke for his 
many years of loyal service in protecting 
Iowans. It is an immense honor to represent 
Officer Lembke in the United States Congress, 
and I wish him a long, happy, and healthy re-
tirement. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
SETH DAWES FOR WINNING THE 
BOYS’ DIVISION II STATE BAS-
KETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Seth Dawes showed hard work 

and dedication to the sport of basketball; and 
Whereas, Seth Dawes was a supportive 

team player; and 
Whereas, Seth Dawes always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the court; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Seth Dawes on winning 
the Boys’ Division II State Basketball Cham-
pionship. We recognize the tremendous hard 
work and sportsmanship he has demonstrated 
during the 2007–2008 basketball season. 

f 

HONORING JAMES ROWLAND 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor one of our Nation’s best victim’s rights 
advocates. When you navigate the path of 
America’s victims’ rights movement, there is 
one person whose footprints are impossible to 
fill, difficult to ignore, and wonderful to follow. 
He is James Rowland, this year’s recipient of 

the Ed Stout Memorial Award for Outstanding 
Victim Advocacy. 

And ‘‘outstanding’’ he is in so many ways! 
Most people know Jim as the ‘‘father of the 
victim impact statement.’’ Thirty-two years 
ago, when he was Chief Probation Officer in 
Fresno County, Jim saw a void in how courts 
made their sentencing decisions. In 1976, his 
revolutionary idea allowed written or oral infor-
mation to be presented about the impact of 
the crime on the victim and the victim’s family. 
To honor Jim’s work in Fresno County, last 
year the Fresno County Probation Department 
renamed their crime victim facility as the 
James Rowland Crime Victim Assistance Cen-
ter. 

These statements allowed courts to refocus 
their attention on the human costs of crime, 
and provide a way for victims to participate 
and have a true voice in the criminal justice 
process. Today, all 50 states and the Federal 
government allow victim impact statements in 
sentencing hearings. 

But Jim didn’t stop there. He served as the 
President of NOVA from 1981 to 1983, when 
the National Organization for Victim Assist-
ance was helping to actually create a ‘‘victim 
assistance field.’’ This was back in the days 
when victims’’ rights and victim services were 
almost non-existent. 

When Jim Rowland was Director of the Cali-
fornia Department of Corrections, he was ap-
pointed as the first Chair of the American Cor-
rectional Association’s Task Force on Victims 
of Crime in 1987. Its landmark Report and 
Recommendations for Victim Services in Cor-
rections helped create corrections-based vic-
tim assistance programs to provide support 
and assistance to victims in the post-sen-
tencing phases of their cases. Earlier this 
year, Hawaii became the 50th state to estab-
lish a victim assistance program within its De-
partment of Corrections. Mahalo, Jim! 

These accomplishments are amazing, but 
they pale in comparison to the number of pro-
fessionals and volunteers who have benefited 
over the past 40 years from Jim Rowland’s 
guidance, mentoring and support. He is a 
kind, gentle and thoughtful man who has given 
so much to so many people, including crime 
victims and those who serve them. 

We wouldn’t have a Congressional Victim’s 
Rights Caucus today, were it not for the vi-
sionary efforts of Jim Rowland. Decades ago, 
he promoted victims’ rights laws, policies and 
practices that our Caucus was created to pro-
mote in the U.S. Congress. 

Jim is described by his colleagues as a 
‘‘pioneer,’’ a ‘‘hero,’’ and an ‘‘outstanding Old 
Buffalo.’’ I am proud to describe him as a con-
stituent from my Congressional District in 
Fresno, California, and as a colleague who in-
spires all my efforts on behalf of victims of 
crime. 

Ed Stout, in whose name this award is 
given, knew and worked with Jim Rowland. Ed 
would, without a doubt, say ‘‘great choice’’ in 
honoring Jim with this award. He would also 
likely ask, ‘‘what took you so long?’’! 

It gives me great pleasure to honor Jim 
Rowland, one of the true pioneers in victim 
advocacy, with the 2008 Ed Stout Memorial 
Award for Outstanding Victim Advocacy. 

HONORING THE 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF WBBM–AM (780) 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize WBBM–AM, which this 
year them continued success. will celebrate its 
fortieth anniversary as an all-news outlet. 

WBBM–AM, more commonly known as 
Newsradio 780, became an all-news radio sta-
tion in 1968 Under the direction of John 
Callaway. Today, with a power of 50,000 
watts, Newsradio 780 is one of the highest 
rated stations in Chicago, providing listeners 
with the latest local, national, and international 
news. 

On May 6, 2008, WBBM–AM will celebrate 
its 40th anniversary with a live midday broad-
cast from Daley Plaza in Chicago, and I am 
proud to recognize the radio station for serving 
as a trusted news source for 40 years. Known 
for its outstanding journalism as well as traffic 
and weather together on the 8s, WBBM–AM is 
a resource to Chicagoans at home, at work, 
and on the way. 

Madam Speaker, as a listener and a Mem-
ber of Congress from Chicago, I congratulate 
WBBM–AM on their 40th year of all-news 
broadcasting, and I wish them continued suc-
cess. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE PUTS OUR 
HEALTH AT RISK! 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker and col-
leagues, last month news agencies around the 
world reported that more than 160 square 
miles of the Wilkins Shelf had broken away 
from the Antarctic coast. Americans are con-
cerned that climate change may be happening 
faster than previously thought. We are growing 
increasingly concerned as we see before us 
the direct connection between climate change 
and our health. 

It is now indisputable that there is a direct 
connection between climate change and 
health. The scientific community has decisively 
stated that human beings are responsible for 
climate change and that the impacts of climate 
change will worsen as emissions continue to 
rise. We must support and promote policies 
that strengthen public health leadership and 
work force capacity to ensure the infrastruc-
ture is in place and ready to handle our future 
needs. 

The time has come to accept responsibility 
for how our lifestyles have contributed to cli-
mate change and vow to be part of the solu-
tion. We must work to learn more about how 
what happens in our home, community and 
workplace has global impact. 

There are many little things we all can do to 
make a big difference. We can: Prepare for 
climate change-related emergencies and be 
informed about the health impacts of climate 
change and regional climate change issues 
facing our community. Leave the car at home 
and use public transportation, carpool, 
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walk, bike, or telecommute. Eat less meat and 
buy local produce from our community farmers 
market. Use recycled paper, print less, use 
energy saving computer settings and green 
our office. Seal and insulate our homes, re-
duce, reuse, recycle and use water efficiently. 
We should know that we are all in this to-
gether. For over a decade, the first full week 
in April has been National Public Health 
Week. 50,000 members of the American Pub-
lic Health Association and its affiliates, across 
the Nation are speaking out this week on cli-
mate change and health. That’s because 
when it comes to climate change, our health 
is in the balance. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING MI-
CHAEL TURNER FOR WINNING 
THE BOYS’ DIVISION II STATE 
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Michael Turner showed hard work 

and dedication to the sport of basketball; and 
Whereas, Michael Turner was a supportive 

team player; and 
Whereas, Michael Turner always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the court; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Michael Turner on win-
ning the Boys’ Division II State Basketball 
Championship. We recognize the tremendous 
hard work and sportsmanship he has dem-
onstrated during the 2007–2008 basketball 
season. 

f 

SUNSET MEMORIAL 

HON. TRENT FRANKS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, I 
stand once again before this body with yet an-
other Sunset Memorial. 

It is April 8, 2008, in the land of the free and 
the home of the brave, and before the sun set 
today in America, almost 4,000 more defense-
less unborn children were killed by abortion on 
demand—just today. That is more than the 
number of innocent American lives that were 
lost on September 11th, only it happens every 
day. 

It has now been exactly 12,860 days since 
the travesty called Roe v. Wade was handed 
down. Since then, the very foundation of this 
Nation has been stained by the blood of al-
most 50 million of our own children. 

Some of them, Madam Speaker, cried and 
screamed as they died, but because it was 
amniotic fluid passing over their vocal cords 
instead of air, we couldn’t hear them. 

All of them had at least four things in com-
mon. 

They were each just little babies who had 
done nothing wrong to anyone. Each one of 
them died a nameless and lonely death. And 
each of their mothers, whether she realizes it 

immediately or not, will never be the same. 
And all the gifts that these children might have 
brought to humanity are now lost forever. 

Yet even in the full glare of such tragedy, 
this generation clings to a blind, invincible ig-
norance while history repeats itself and our 
own silent genocide mercilessly annihilates the 
most helpless of all victims to date, those yet 
unborn. 

Madam Speaker, perhaps it is important for 
those of us in this Chamber to remind our-
selves again of why we are really all here. 

Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘The care of human 
life and its happiness and not its destruction is 
the chief and only object of good govern-
ment.’’ 

The phrase in the 14th amendment capsul-
izes our entire Constitution. It says: ‘‘No state 
shall deprive any person of life, liberty or prop-
erty without due process of law.’’ Madam 
Speaker, protecting the lives of our innocent 
citizens and their constitutional rights is why 
we are all here. It is our sworn oath. 

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is 
that clarion Declaration of the self-evident truth 
that all human beings are created equal and 
endowed by their creator with the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has 
ever faced can be traced to our commitment 
to this core self-evident truth. It has made us 
the beacon of hope for the entire world. It is 
who we are. 

And yet Madam Speaker, another day has 
passed, and we in this body have failed again 
to honor that foundational commitment. We 
failed our sworn oath and our God-given re-
sponsibility as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 
more innocent American babies who died 
today without the protection that we should 
have given them. 

Madam Speaker, let me conclude, in the 
hope that perhaps someone new who heard 
this sunset memorial tonight will finally em-
brace the truth that abortion really does kill lit-
tle babies, that it hurts mothers in ways that 
we can never express, and that 12,860 days 
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children 
in America is enough; and that the America 
that rejected human slavery and marched into 
Europe to arrest the Nazi Holocaust, is still 
courageous and compassionate enough to 
find a better way for mothers and their babies 
than abortion on demand. 

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we each 
remind ourselves that our own days in this 
sunshine of life are also numbered and that all 
too soon each of us will walk from these 
Chambers for the very last time. 

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come, 
may that be the day when we finally hear the 
cries of the innocent unborn. May that be the 
day we find the humanity, the courage, and 
the will to embrace together our human and 
our constitutional duty to protect the least of 
these, our tiny American brothers and sisters, 
from this murderous scourge upon our Nation 
called abortion on demand. 

It is April 8, 2008—12,860 days since Roe 
v. Wade first stained the foundation of this na-
tion with the blood of its own children—this, in 
the land of free and the home of the brave. 

CONGRATULATING THE HAMMOND 
CENTRAL LADY RED DEVILS 
UPON WINNING THE 2008 NEW 
YORK STATE GIRLS BASKET-
BALL CLASS D CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. JOHN M. McHUGH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Hammond Central School 
District’s Lady Red Devils of Hammond, New 
York, upon winning the 2008 New York State 
Girls Basketball Class D Championship. It is 
an honor to represent the Lady Red Devils, 
who are the first North Country team to win 
back-to-back championships. 

On March 16, 2008, the Hammond Central 
Lady Red Devils won their second New York 
State Girls Basketball Class D Championship 
when they defeated the John A. Coleman 
Catholic High School Stateswomen by a score 
of 47 to 38. In that game, the Lady Red Devils 
charged to a 10–1 first-quarter advantage and 
played tough defense as they worked to de-
fend their State title. Of note, Aubrie Dunn 
pulled down 10 rebounds, Nicole Davidson 
had 9 rebounds and 12 points, and tour-
nament MVP Brittany Kenyon scored 17 
points. 

The Hammond Central Lady Red Devils 
completed the 2008 season with a record of 
24 and 4. They were coached by Athletic Di-
rector Shawn Dack and assistant coaches 
Larry Hollister, Superintendent Doug 
McQueer, and Chet Truskowski. Other team 
members were scorekeepers Todd Dack and 
Cathy Tulley and players Whitney Atkins, 
Cassie Cunningham, Jessie Disotell, Brooke 
Hollister, Katlyn Hunt, Malynda Jenne, Jackie 
Knight, Jessica Martin, Jessica Measheaw, 
Sara Measheaw, and Sarah Sheridan. 

Madam Speaker, it takes a tremendous 
amount of dedication, discipline, hard work, 
and teamwork to win a State championship, 
let alone to win consecutive State champion-
ships. I am very proud of the Hammond Cen-
tral Lady Red Devils and ask my colleagues to 
join with me in extending our congratulations 
to this team, their families, and the community. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
ALEX GROW FOR WINNING THE 
BOYS’ DIVISION II STATE BAS-
KETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Alex Grow showed hard work and 

dedication to the sport of basketball; and 
Whereas, Alex Grow was a supportive team 

player; and 
Whereas, Alex Grow always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the court; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Alex Grow on winning 
the Boys’ Division II State Basketball Cham-
pionship. We recognize the tremendous hard 
work and sportsmanship he has demonstrated 
during the 2007–2008 basketball season. 
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INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 5721, THE 

STRENGTHENING THE SAFETY 
NET ACT OF 2008 

HON. JOHN SULLIVAN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam Speaker, today, I 
am pleased to introduce H.R. 5721, the 
Strengthening the Safety Net Act of 2008. This 
important legislation will increase Medicaid 
Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) pay-
ments to Oklahoma and 19 other low DSH 
States and bring Oklahoma’s hospitals on 
equal footing with other States who receive 
their fair share of DSH funds. 

With Oklahoma having the fourth highest 
rate of uninsured in the Nation, it is critical that 
Oklahoma hospitals receive a fair distribution 
of DSH funds we need to care for our indigent 
population. This legislation will increase the 
rate that unused DSH funds are reimbursed to 
these low DSH States from the current rate of 
16 percent to 19.5 percent for the next 5 
years. The Medicare Modernization Act of 
2003 statutorily defined low DSH States and 
provided these States with 16 percent funding 
increases each year for the last 5 fiscal years. 
In total, there are 20 States that have lower 
DSH allotments, including: Alaska, Arizona, 
Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Idaho, Iowa, 
Maine, Maryland, Minnesota, Montana, Ne-
braska, New Mexico, North Dakota, Okla-
homa, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Wis-
consin, and Wyoming. The 16 percent rate ex-
pires at the end of this fiscal year, so it is crit-
ical that we increase this percentage so that 
our hospitals do not feel the financial strain of 
providing health care services to the indigent. 

Under the 19.5 percent increases, Okla-
homa will receive an additional $49 million in 
Federal funds which, when matched by the 
State, could amount to $75 million over the 5- 
year period to allocate to Oklahoma hospitals 
to help offset the costs of uncompensated 
care. Oklahoma hospitals provided $325 mil-
lion in uncompensated care costs in 2006. 
H.R. 5721 will help decrease uncompensated 
care costs for Oklahoma hospitals and ensure 
fairness among all 50 States by equitably dis-
tributing unused DSH Funds. 

Since this bill is being solely funded through 
unused Federal DSH allotments, the funding 
source of the bill merely utilizes funds that are 
currently being returned to the Federal Gov-
ernment by other States that do not use all of 
their DSH funds. These unused funds cur-
rently are not being used toward any other 
health care related programs. 

Another important issue which needs to be 
addressed is access to quality, affordable 
health care, especially within our Nation’s indi-
gent population. Indigent patients in Oklahoma 
and our Nation face a significant number of 
unmet health care needs. These patients have 
difficulty accessing primary, diagnostic and 
specialty care and rely on hospital emergency 
rooms as their primary entry into the health 
care system. The price of treating the indigent 
at hospital emergency rooms is astounding 
compared to care found in a primary care set-
ting. H.R. 5721 will help bring down these 
costs and save taxpayer dollars in the proc-
ess. 

My legislation will create an innovative new 
grant program through the Department of 

Health and Human Services to help our Na-
tion’s health care providers fund health access 
networks, which will get low income and unin-
sured patients who need basic medical care 
out of emergency rooms and into primary care 
facilities. These networks would be required to 
provide high quality primary, outpatient, inpa-
tient and specialty care to uninsured and other 
medically vulnerable populations in an effort to 
reduce the costs of treating these individuals 
for hospitals and taxpayers alike. 

According to a 2005 study by the Lewin 
Group on Strategic Planning for Safety-Net 
Services, Tulsa, like many communities, faces 
many challenges in its delivery, financing and 
organization that limit its ability to successfully 
meet the needs of safety-net populations. To 
give an example, the price of treating the indi-
gent at our hospital emergency rooms is as-
tounding compared to the cost of treating 
someone in a primary care setting. To give 
you an example: the Oklahoma Health Care 
Authority recently found that the cost of a 
claim for asthma treatment in a primary care 
setting was $34.12 per claim, while the aver-
age cost for the same asthma treatment in an 
emergency room setting was $61.20 per 
claim. While some of these claims may have 
been emergencies, it is clear that treatment in 
an outpatient setting is significantly less, al-
most two times less, than treatment in an 
emergency room. Without these networks in 
place, the majority of Oklahoma’s uninsured 
will continue to go without a primary 
healthcare provider. 

Lastly, my bill also changes the grandfather 
clause for the mandatory requirement related 
to hospitals providing nonemergency obstetric 
services which are located in low DSH States. 
The new grandfather clause will be the date 
this law becomes enacted. The purpose of this 
change is to remove a constraint imposed on 
low DSH States whose rural hospitals stopped 
providing nonemergency obstetrics during the 
1990s and early 2000s due to rising liability in-
surance costs. The change is intended to en-
courage low DSH States to change their ap-
proach to funding more hospitals through the 
DSH program. Should my legislation become 
law, 16 additional Oklahoma hospitals will be 
able to qualify for DSH funds. 

I am pleased to have the support of the 
Oklahoma Health Care Authority, the Okla-
homa Hospital Association and advocates for 
Tulsa health-plexes for the Strengthening the 
Safety Net Act of 2008. As a member of the 
House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee 
on Health, I am looking forward to working 
with my colleagues on the committee to see 
this legislation become law. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CAPTAIN JEREMY D. 
ANZEVINO 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Captain Jeremy D. Anzevino as 
a recipient of a Bronze Star Medal for heroic 
achievement during combat operations in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom. The Bronze 
Star is the fourth highest award that the De-
partment of Defense gives for bravery. her-
oism, and meritorious service. 

Captain Anzevino earned the Bronze Star 
while he was commander of Co. L, 3rd Bat-
talion, 6th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Divi-
sion of the II Marine Expeditionary Force in 
Iraq. He was team chief and staff maneuver 
advisor for the Military Transition Team. 1st 
Battalion. 3rd Brigade, 1st Iraqi Army Division, 
from January to July 2007. 

His award citation states, ‘‘Anzevino pro-
vided advice and assistance to Iraqi leaders of 
1st Battalion during counterinsurgency oper-
ations, which led to the elimination of numer-
ous insurgents.’’ 

Captain Anzevino’s bravery goes above and 
beyond what we are asked of as citizens of 
this country. His heroism illustrates the com-
passion of Iowans; willing to risk their own 
lives for their country. For this I offer him my 
utmost respect, congratulations, and thanks. 

I commend Captain Jeremy Anzevino’s cou-
rageousness and service to our great nation. 
I am honored to represent Captain Anzevino 
in the United States Congress and I wish him 
the best in his future service to our country. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
JAMES VAN VOORHIS FOR WIN-
NING THE BOYS’ DIVISION II 
STATE BASKETBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, James Van Voorhis showed hard 

work and dedication to the sport of basketball; 
and 

Whereas, James Van Voorhis was a sup-
portive team player; and 

Whereas, James Van Voorhis always dis-
played sportsmanship on and off of the court; 
now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate James Van Voorhis on 
winning the Boys’ Division II State Basketball 
Championship. We recognize the tremendous 
hard work and sportsmanship he has dem-
onstrated during the 2007–2008 basketball 
season. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF PETTY OFFICER 
MICHAEL ANTHONY MONSOOR 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to the life and mem-
ory of former Petty Officer Second Class Mi-
chael Anthony Monsoor, who has been award-
ed this Nation’s highest military honor, the 
Medal of Honor. A California native, Michael 
courageously gave his life in the service of his 
country, upholding and reflecting the highest 
traditions of the United States Navy. 

Born April 5, 1981, in Long Beach Cali-
fornia, Michael attended Garden Grove High 
School where he played football. He enlisted 
in the U.S. Navy on March 21, 2001 and at-
tended Basic Training at Recruit Training 
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Command, Great Lakes, Illinois. After gradua-
tion, he attended Quartermaster School and 
then transferred to the Naval Air Station, 
Sigonella, Italy, for a brief period. 

From this assignment, Michael entered 
Basic Underwater Demolition/SEAL (BUD/S) 
training in Coronado, California, where he 
graduated as one of the top performers in his 
class. After BUD/S training, he completed ad-
vanced SEAL training, including parachute 
training, at Basic Airborne School, Fort 
Benning. Georgia, and cold weather training in 
Kodiak, Alaska. 

Following his rating as Master-at-Arms, he 
was assigned to SEAL Team THREE Delta 
Platoon and deployed with his platoon to Iraq 
in April 2006 in support of Operation IRAQI 
FREEDOM, and was subsequently assigned 
to Task Unit Bravo in Ar Ramadi. From then 
until September 2006, Michael served as a 
heavy weapons machine gunner and, during 
combat patrols, he walked behind the platoon 
point man with his Mk 48 machine gun as pro-
tection against a frontal assault. On 15 such 
missions Michael served tirelessly with his pla-
toon in one of the most hazardous areas in 
Iraq and, under the rendering of summer heat, 
he bore the extra burden of heavy commu-
nication gear and a full ammunition load. 

Michael and his platoon operated in a highly 
contested part of Ramadi city called the 
Ma’laab district. During their deployment he 
and his fellow SEALs came under enemy at-
tack on 75 percent of their missions. On May 
9, 2006 Michael rescued a SEAL who was 
shot in the leg. He ran out in the street with 
another SEAL, shot cover fire and dragged his 
comrade to safety under intense enemy fire 
earning a Silver Star for gallantry. 

But Michael’s bravery did not end with this 
brave act. His Medal of Honor Citation reflects 
that on September 29, 2006, ‘‘as a member of 
a combined SEAL and Iraq Army sniper 
overwatch element, tasked with providing early 
warning and stand-off protection from a roof-
top in an insurgent held sector of Ramadi, 
Iraq, Petty Officer Monsoor distinguished him-
self by his exceptional bravery in the face of 
grave danger. In the early morning, insurgents 
prepared to execute a coordinated attack by 
reconnoitering the area around the element’s 
position. Element snipers thwarted the en-
emy’s initial attempt by eliminating two insur-
gents.’’ 

‘‘The enemy continued the assault engaging 
the element, engaging them with a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade and small arms fire. As enemy 
activity increased, Petty Officer Monsoor took 
position with his machine gun between two 
teammates on an outcropping of the roof. 
While the SEALs vigilantly watched for enemy 
activity, an insurgent threw a hand grenade 
from an unseen location, which bounced off 
Petty Officer Monsoor’s chest landing in front 
of him. Although he could have escaped the 
blast, Petty Officer Monsoor chose instead to 
protect his teammates. Instantly and without 
regard for his own safety, he threw himself 
onto the grenade to absorb the force of the 
explosion with his body, saving the lives of his 
two teammates.’’ 

‘‘By his undaunted courage, fighting spirit, 
and unwavering devotion to duty in the face of 
certain death, Petty Officer Monsoor gallantly 
gave his life for his country, thereby reflecting 
great credit upon himself and upholding the 
highest traditions of the United States Naval 
Service.’’ For this the most extreme sacrifice, 

Petty Officer Michael Anthony Monsoor was 
posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor by 
the President of the United States on April 8, 
2008. 

An ancient historian once wrote, ‘‘The brav-
est are surely those who have the clearest vi-
sion of what is before them, glory and danger 
alike, and yet not withstanding, go out to meet 
it.’’ Madam Speaker, these words could speak 
no better for the personal commitment of war-
riors like Petty Officer Monsoor whose service 
and sacrifice in the face of evil cannot be for-
gotten. 

Michael is survived by his mother Sally, his 
father George, his sister Sara and his two 
brothers James and Joseph who will always 
cherish the memories of his loving and caring 
devotion to all that touched his life. A loyal 
friend and an exceptional SEAL, he is sorely 
missed by his brave brothers in Task Unit 
Bravo. I extend my prayers and deepest con-
dolences to his loving family and friends and 
ask that my colleagues join me today in pay-
ing tribute to the life and memory of this true 
American hero. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SECOND ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SIGNING OF 
THE MANIFESTO ON FREEDOM 
AND DEMOCRACY FOR VIETNAM 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the second 
anniversary of the signing of the Manifesto on 
Freedom and Democracy for Vietnam. This 
Manifesto, originally signed by 118 Viet-
namese citizens and subsequently signed by 
thousands of others, has been an inspiration 
to many who seek to bring democracy and 
human rights to the citizens of Vietnam. Many 
signers of this document have been detained 
and have endured great sacrifice in the name 
of their cause, and it is with the utmost re-
spect that I rise in their honor. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL VICTIM’S RIGHTS 
CAUCUS HONORS JAMIE LEIGH 
JONES 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, on Wednesday, 
April 9, 2008, the Congressional Victim’s 
Rights Caucus will holds its annual awards 
ceremony to recognize individuals for their sig-
nificant contributions to the victim’s rights field. 
The Congressional Victim’s Rights Caucus will 
award Jamie Leigh Jones with the Suzanne 
McDaniel Public Awareness Award to recog-
nize her efforts in raising national awareness 
of the plight of American contractors victimized 
abroad. 

Jamie Leigh Jones was only 20 years old 
when she went to work for KBR in Baghdad. 
She was only at the ironically-named Camp 
Hope a few days before her coworkers alleg-
edly drugged and gang-raped her. An Army 
doctor administered a rape kit, which was then 

turned over to KBR, not the appropriate law 
enforcement authorities as is standard in rape 
cases. It’s not a surprise then that KBR lost 
the very evidence that could be used against 
it. 

Jamie was then kept in a shipping con-
tainer, under armed guard. She was told that 
this was to protect her. It was really a way to 
keep her from telling others what she endured. 
Jamie convinced a sympathetic guard to let 
her use his cell phone. Jamie called her dad 
and asked for help. Her dad then called my of-
fice. My staff and I contacted the Department 
of State. Within 48 hours, agents were dis-
patched from the embassy in Baghdad and 
sent to rescue Jamie. 

It’s been nearly 3 years since Jamie was 
assaulted. No one has been held accountable 
for what happened to Jamie. For 21⁄2 years, 
the Department of Justice was silent as to 
what it was doing, if anything, to prosecute the 
criminals. Its silence was broken once Jamie 
went public with her case. 

In December 2007, Jamie went to the na-
tional media with her story. Since Jamie went 
to the press, my office has heard from several 
other former contractors alleging sexual as-
saults in Iraq. Jamie has heard from as many 
as 40 women through the nonprofit organiza-
tion she created, the Jamie Leigh Foundation, 
to help other Americans victimized while work-
ing abroad as government contractors. 

By telling her story, Jamie showed other vic-
tims that it is okay to come forward and talk 
about their assaults. She opened this coun-
try’s eyes to the ‘‘boys will be boys’’ atmos-
phere among the contractors in Iraq. And per-
haps most importantly, she showed other vic-
tims that they are not alone in their struggle to 
piece their lives back together. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING PHIL FLEISTER OF 
ST. ANSGAR, IOWA 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the dedication and hard work of 
one of my constituents. Phil Fleisher of St. 
Ansgar, Iowa, who has organized one of the 
most ambitious tributes to tell the story of 
America’s veterans. 

This Saturday, April 12, the first annual Vet-
erans Heritage Day will be observed at the St. 
Ansgar Walter T. Ennenberg American Legion 
Post headquarters, thanks to Phil’s coordina-
tion. 

The event will display the largest military 
history collection in the north central region of 
Iowa, including thousands of veteran histories 
compiled by Fleischer, a Vietnam war veteran, 
in one of the most ambitious chronicles any-
where, dating back to the American Civil War. 

It has been noted in press reports that Phil 
has sponsored and organized a number of 
these event, at his own expense, designed to 
educate and promote awareness for the sac-
rifices of U.S. military personnel in American 
history. 

And, even though it is reported that Phil pre-
fers to remain in the shadows and allow other 
veterans to take the spotlight, I wanted to 
properly recognize Phil’s dedication to telling 
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the veterans’ stories of service and sacrifice 
today while at the same time collecting and 
preserving them for the benefit of future gen-
erations of Americans. 

No one has done more to secure this coun-
try’s freedom and prosperity than our vet-
erans. And, thanks to Phil Fleisher’s hard 
work, we all can benefit from his story as a 
veteran and the stories of thousands of other 
veterans who proudly served this great Nation. 

I know that my colleagues in the United 
States Congress will join me in commending 
Phil Fleisher and wish him a safe and suc-
cessful event this Saturday. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING RON 
SMITH FOR WINNING THE BOYS’ 
DIVISION II STATE BASKETBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Ron Smith showed hard work and 

dedication to the sport of basketball; and 
Whereas, Ron Smith was a supportive team 

player; and 
Whereas, Ron Smith always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the court; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Ron Smith on winning 
the Boys’ Division II State Basketball Cham-
pionship. We recognize the tremendous hard 
work and sportsmanship he has demonstrated 
during the 2007–2008 basketball season. 

f 

ACHIEVING THE AMERICAN 
DREAM 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, on Monday, funeral services were 
conducted in the Midlands of South Carolina 
for two gentlemen who symbolized achieving 
the ‘‘American Dream’’ of extraordinary fulfill-
ment promoting their families. 

Louis Gonda and E.D. Phillips will always 
be cherished in our community for their serv-
ice to others. 

Louis Gonda was born in Murska-Lobota, 
Yugoslavia, and immigrated at age four to 
Cuba. In 1960, he fled with his family to Amer-
ica for freedom, where he established the in-
novative Fergon Tool & Machine Co. 

His courage was proven when he was pre-
paring to flee Communist Cuba. He bought 
multiple suitcases at a local shop, and as he 
arrived home, the secret police met him to in-
terrogate him about his unusual purchase. The 
totalitarian enforcers accepted his story that 
his children were taking a short trip to New 
York to visit a sick aunt. 

E.D. Phillips was a proud native of South 
Carolina and graduate of the University of 
South Carolina. As an independent entre-
preneur, he founded the Phillips Farmer Gar-
den and Phillips Plants at the State Farmers 

Market. He courageously ran as a pioneer for 
the State House at the beginning of the new 
Republican Party in 1968 and 1970. He and 
his late wife, Emily, were among the founding 
members of Republican efforts in Richland, 
Orangeburg, and Lexington Counties providing 
the foundation for dozens of successful can-
didates at the county, State, and Federal lev-
els. In 1988, they were Congressional District 
chairmen for President George H.W. Bush. 

Both Mr. Gonda and Mr. Phillips were mar-
ried to active, strong, and supportive wives, 
who partnered with them to raise outstanding 
children as loving families. 

Mr. Gonda is survived by his wife, Nena, 
who he met when he was 11 and she was 8. 
Their children are Luis Gonda, Maria Gonda 
Smoak, Diane Gonda, Frank Gonda, and Rick 
Gonda. Services were at St. Peter’s Catholic 
Church of Columbia. 

Mr. Phillips is survived by his children Becky 
Phillips, Deedie Belangia, Jackie Finch, Hal 
Phillips, and Steve Phillips. Services were held 
at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, Windsor Lake Ward of Columbia. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING JOR-
DAN BENSON FOR WINNING THE 
BOYS’ DIVISION II STATE BAS-
KETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Jordan Benson showed hard work 

and dedication to the sport of basketball; and 
Whereas, Jordan Benson was a supportive 

team player; and 
Whereas, Jordan Benson always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the court; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Jordan Benson on win-
ning the Boys’ Division II State Basketball 
Championship. We recognize the tremendous 
hard work and sportsmanship he has dem-
onstrated during the 2007–2008 basketball 
season. 

f 

CRITICAL PUBLIC HEALTH BILLS 
CONSIDERED BY THE HOUSE 
TODAY 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of the seven bills the House is 
considering on suspension today in conjunc-
tion with National Public Health Week. This 
week gives us an opportunity to reflect on the 
importance of quality public health programs in 
all of our lives—from effective childhood vac-
cination programs, to early screening pro-
grams for diseases, to ensuring that all Ameri-
cans have access to quality, affordable health 
care. These seven bills were all approved 
unanimously by the House Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, and I expect they will get 
a similar level of support today from the full 
House. 

H.R. 1198, The Early Hearing Detection & 
Intervention (EDHI) Act, was introduced by 
Rep. LOIS CAPPS. Congresswoman CAPPS is a 
registered nurse (R.N.) who served for 20 
years as a nurse and health advocate for the 
Santa Barbara School District. I want to com-
mend her for continuing to advocate for the 
health of young Americans by authoring this 
legislation. H.R. 1198 will reauthorize this crit-
ical Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) program, intended to identify and 
help infants with hearing loss, through FY 
2013. It also expands screening and interven-
tion services to include young children. 

Children who are hard of hearing find it 
much more difficult than children who have 
normal hearing to learn vocabulary, grammar, 
word order, idiomatic expressions, and other 
aspects of verbal communication. It is esti-
mated that approximately 391,000 school- 
aged children in the U.S. have unilateral hear-
ing loss, and early detection of hearing prob-
lems is critical to developing and implementing 
effective treatment for these children. When 
EHDI was first authorized in 1999, only 3 per-
cent of all babies were being screened for 
hearing loss at birth; today, 93 percent of ba-
bies are screened within one month of birth. 

H.R. 2464, The Wakefield Act (Emergency 
Medical Services for Children) reauthorizes 
through FY 2011 and makes improvements in 
the Emergency Medical Services for Children 
(EMSC) program, which is designed to im-
prove emergency medical services for children 
needing trauma or critical care. There are over 
30 million child and teen visits annually to our 
nation’s emergency rooms. And yet many 
emergency services are still designed for 
adults. Since the EMSC program was created 
20 years ago, major improvements in emer-
gency care for children have been realized. In-
jury-related deaths have dropped by 40 per-
cent over that period of time. 

H.R. 1237, The Cytology Proficiency Im-
provement Act, is designed to improve the 
analysis of tests for cervical cancer by ensur-
ing that health care professionals who read 
tests for cervical cancer are skilled in today’s 
medical technology. It modernizes the cervical 
cancer testing program by requiring continuing 
medical education for pathologists to assess 
their diagnostic skills and ensure they keep up 
with the latest practices. The program is mod-
eled after a similar quality standards program 
for reading mammograms. The American Can-
cer Society predicted 11,150 women in the 
U.S. would be diagnosed with cervical cancer 
last year and 3,670 women would die from the 
disease. The way to cut down on the number 
of deaths is to ensure that all cervical cancer 
tests are read correctly. 

S. 845, The Keeping Seniors Safe from 
Falls Act, was passed by the Senate by unani-
mous consent in August 2007. Nationally, 42 
percent of all nursing home admissions take 
place as a direct result of geriatric falls. Frac-
tures of the hip are relatively common in sen-
iors and often lead to devastating con-
sequences. Disability frequently results from 
persistent pain and limited physical mobility. 
Hip fractures are associated with substantial 
morbidity and mortality; approximately 15–20% 
of patients die within one year of fracture. 
Most hip fractures occur in elderly individuals 
as a result of minimal trauma, such as a fall 
from standing height. 

S. 845 launches a comprehensive preventa-
tive care program to reduce the number and 
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severity of falls by the elderly. It directs the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) to implement directives to reduce falls, 
including improving the identification of seniors 
who have a high risk of falling; supporting 
education campaigns focused on reducing and 
preventing falls and educating health profes-
sionals about fall risk, assessment and pre-
vention; and conducting research to reduce 
falls. 

H.R. 2063, The Food Allergy and Anaphy-
laxis Management Act, helps schools deal with 
food allergies among student populations. 
Nearly three million American children have 
food allergies. The danger of a life-threatening 
reaction from exposure to an allergen can be 
found beyond obvious places like the lunch-
room. This danger also lurks in places where 
kids—and adults—wouldn’t normally expect it, 
including field trips, school celebrations or 
special projects like arts and crafts. 

Last year, the Congress appropriated 
$491,000 for the CDC to develop guidelines 
for schools regarding food allergies and ana-
phylaxis (a severe allergic reaction involving 
multiple organs). This bill requires HHS, in 
consultation with the Department of Education, 
to develop a policy for schools on appropriate 
management and emergency plans for chil-
dren with food allergies and anaphylaxis. The 
policy would be provided to schools within one 

year after enactment, and schools could vol-
untarily implement the policy. The bill also au-
thorizes HHS to award grants to local school 
districts to help them in implementing the pol-
icy. 

S. 1858, The Newborn Screening Saves 
Lives Act was passed by the Senate by unani-
mous consent on Dec. 13, 2007. This bill edu-
cates parents and health care providers about 
newborn health screening, improves follow-up 
care for infants with an illness detected 
through newborn screening, and helps states 
expand and improve their newborn screening 
programs. Incredible advances in medical 
technology have equipped us to better screen 
and treat infants for congenital, genetic and 
metabolic disorders that, if left untreated, 
could lead to severe disability and death. S. 
1858 authorizes funding to help states expand 
and improve their programs. It also helps to 
ensure the quality of laboratories involved in 
newborn screening, so that tests are as accu-
rate as possible and infants receive appro-
priate care. 

The House Amendment to S. 793, The 
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Act, was spon-
sored by Rep. BILL PASCRELL. The House 
amendment was reported out by the Energy 
and Commerce Committee on March 13 and 
is similar to S. 793, which was passed by the 
Senate by unanimous consent on December 

11, 2007. The thousands of brain injury sur-
vivors who are returning home from combat in 
Iraq and Afghanistan are joining the 5.3 million 
similarly afflicted Americans here at home. TBI 
is now the leading cause of death and dis-
ability among young Americans. The legisla-
tion would require the CDC to monitor brain 
injury incidence and create a reporting system 
to track the condition. It also directs CDC to 
study treatment techniques and NIH to con-
duct basic research to improve treatment. The 
House version renews through FY 1012 the 
Traumatic Brain Injury Act, which authorizes 
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to pro-
vide state grants for patients with traumatic 
brain injury to enter treatment and rehabilita-
tion programs. 

These bills make critical contributions to our 
nation’s public health infrastructure, and I 
commend the House for considering them. I 
would like to add, however, that the single 
most important public health initiative the Con-
gress could take would be to pass national 
health insurance legislation such as that pro-
posed in my bill, H.R. 676, which was recently 
endorsed by the American Public Health Asso-
ciation. With a system of truly universal health 
care, there would no longer be any need to 
implement the stopgap, patchwork measures 
that we are so frequently obligated to con-
sider. 
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